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4 To the Flock of Chriſt lately under the PoſtoralCare 


F the deceaſed Mr. WILLIAM WALDRON. 


Beloved in. i he Lord ! 
8 Ja are, and ever have been, in God's providential 
8 Adminiſtration of the Affairs of this World, and the 
4 Concernment of the Sons of Men therein, many 
| Things that puzzle the moſt improved Reaſon, and bring a 
Darkneſs upon the moſt inlightned Mind. Tho? we know, 
that, as for God his IWork is perfect, without the leaſt Flaw or 
Defect; and that all he doth is comely and beautiful in its Sea- 
Hon; and, when he ſhall have finiſhed his whole Deſign, every 
Part will be found to praiſe him, and it will appear nothing 
could have been added to it, nor any Thing taken from it + Yet at 
- preſent there are many particular Events, which we are much 
at a Loſs to ſee the Ground and Reaſon, the Order and 
Beauty of them. Where is the Man of ſuch Reach and Pe- 
netration, as that it muſt not be ſaid, Thy Judgments are ſar 
abode out of his Sight? In reſpect of the divine Nature, this 
is the Meſſage we have heard of him, that Gd is Light, and in 
Dim is uno Darkneſs at all. But, in reſpect of the divine Adni- 
niſtrations, we are told, Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him ; 
he makes Darkneſs his ſecret Place, his Pavilign round about him, 
and dwells in thick Darkneſs. 

And indeed it is but fitting it ſhould be thus. By this 
Method the Dignity of the divine Government * is kept up 
to an awful Height.” It is eaſy to apprehend how greatly 
it would detract from the Honour of the divine Dominion, 
if there ſhould be no Arcana in it, but all Things lie open 
to every Eye.” And how ſuitable it is to our preſent 
State of Probation, that we ſhould be at preſent kept in the 
dark about the divine Counſels, and made to bow with a . 
lent Adoration before the Throne of the divine Sovereignty. 

Now, among other Acts of Providence which have amuſed 
the Minds, and diſturbed the Thoughts of the Peopte of God, 
this is one, and not the leaſt difficult, the early Removal of 
pivus and uſeful Perfons by Death. 

When we ſee Perfons of amiable Qualities and excellent 
Diſpoſitions, very capable of Service, and ſtrongly inclined 
to it, cut off in their Prime, when they have uſt begun to 
ſerve God and their Generation; and the World and the 
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Church betimes deprived of ſuch as were likely to prove Or- 
naments in them, and Bleſlings to them, while others are 
ſuffered to live on, who are but the unprofitable Burdens of 
the Earth, or indeed the Plagues of their Generation: This 


is ſhocking to the Reaſon of Men, and even ſtaggering to the 


Faith of Saints: A Problem not eaſily ſolved by the wiſeſt 
Obſervers : An ancient Difficulty, about which ſome of the 
Servants of God of old have cxpoſtulated with him in their 
Times. So we find holy 726 making the Inquiry, Wherefore 
do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in Power ? Their 
Seed is eſtabliſhed in their Sight When his Seed (who, 
it is hoped, were a pious Offspring, inheriting their Father's 
Wiſdom and Grace) were cut off before his Eyes, in their 
blooming Youth. 

The Reaſons of this Diſpenſation are, with a becoming Mo- 
deſty. and humble Reverence, inquired into in the followin 
Diſcourſe. "Tho' we muſt not pry into God's Secrets (aw- 
fully remembring there are Bounds fu about the holy Mount; and 
to break thro", to gaze, is dangerous, and may be fatal) yet 
we may, and ſhould, ſearch into his Word (the beſt Expo- 
ſitor of his Providence) and go into his Sanctuary, to gain Sa- 
tisfaction about what is otherways too painful for us. 

By the Help of God with his Servant, conſiderable Light is 
here brought into this dart Subject. He ſtands up to ſpeak 
in God's Behalf, and /peats of him the Things that are right. 
Such Conſiderations are here offered, as are abundantly ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify and honour God, and to compoſe and ſatiſ- 
fy our Minds, reſpecting this his Council and Conduct. 

It was certainly a Word fitly ſpsken on the Occaſion that 


produced it ; the lamented Death and mournful Funeral of 


our Friend and Brother, our Companian and Fetlow-Helper, your 
faithful and belgued Paſtor ; the youngeſt but one of all his 
Brethren in the Miniſtry here, and the youngeſt Miniſter by 
fourteen or fifteen Years that has yct died in Boſton. 

It met with a deſerved Acceptance from the judicious Au- 


dience that heard it, many of whom (Miniſters and others) 


deſired the Publication it; fo it will, I doubt not, from the 
intelligent Reader: And it will be of ſtanding Uſe, in as 
rauch as the early Removal of valuable and excellent Perſons, 
is, alas! no uncommon Thing in this Land of the Dying. 

If my particular Deſires have eſpecially prevailed with my 
dear Brother for the Publiſhing of it, by obliging me, I am 
fire, he will oblige and profit mary ; but, it is to be ſuppoſed, 
none more than you the bereaved Flack, who are moſt of all 

| | concerned 


q "> CON 


DEDICATION. v 


Or- 55 concerned to ſtudy the Meaning of the Providence, and to 


have the Language of it made intelligible to you. And w- 
fo readeth, let him underſtand! 

It is with the Deſire of the Author (and ſome others who 

are of Weight with me) and in his Name as well as my own, 

that I inſcribe it to you. And I was willing to take upon 

me to do ſo, not only to expreſs my Sympathy with you in 


our Bereavement, but to teſtify the Affection I bare to your 


5 deceaſed Paſtor, by dropping ſome Tears over his Grave, and 


having ſome little Hand in preſerving his Name, which will 
always ye dear and pleaſant to me. An intimate Friendſhip, 


of ſeveral Years Continuance, makes me a Mourner in his 
Death, and a Debtor to his Memory more than moſt. M 

Affection and Friendſhip to him were matched with his Love 
and Fidelity to me ; and, upon every Remembrance of him, I 
- mult ſtill ſay, Lover and Friend haſt thou put far from me, and 


mine Acquaintance into Darkneſs. 


The uncommon Concern diſcovered for him while ſick, 


þ and the no ſmall Reſpects paid him ſince his Death, have ſe- 
veral Times brought to my Mind, what God has made a 


ſtanding Rule of his Government, Them that honour me, 1 


* «vill honour. 


His per/inal Character ſeems to me to be drawn very much 


to the Life, in what is ſaid of him in the following Sermon. 


And I believe there is no Need to add to the honourable Teſti- 
mony given of him, by that reverend Perſon who ſtood in his 
Pulpit the Lord's-Day after his Funeral, tho” J have not yet 
ſcen it. However, if I indulge my Affection to a dead Friend, 
ſo far as to ſay what I have known of his Dadtrine, Manner 
oF Life, Purpaſe, Faith, Charity, Patience, and the End of his 
Converſation, I hope I may have an eaſy Excuſe. Tho' my 
particular Value tor him will not ſuffer me to be altogether 
/ilent, I would take Care that it does not carry me too far, 
or prompt me to ſay any Thing but the Words of Truth and 
3uberneſs; what I have ſufficient Foundation for, from the 
Converſation I have had with him, and from his Diary that is 
now before me. For (as one ſays upon a like Occafion) we 
muft not ſpeak any Thing that is not true of a dead Friend, any 
more than raiſe an evil Report of a living Enemy. And, in 
doing this, I would carry my Reſpe&ts higher than the 
Name and Memory of my deceaſed Friend, to the Honour of 

Chriſt, by whoſe Grace he was what he was. 
Pie!ly is the moſt divine Part of a Miniſter's Character: 
Without this, tho' he has the Gift of Prophecy in ever ſo 
| ecxcelling 
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excelling a Degree, and underſtands all Myſteries, and all Ru- 
ledge, he is but as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And 
this is that for which your deceaſed Paſtor was eſſ pecially va- * 
luable. The Grace of God (we have Reaſon to think) took © 


an early Poſſeſſion of his Soul; and it afterwards governed 


in his Life, adorned his Converſation, and animated his Mi- 


niſtry. Thoſe of us who took Knowledge of him, from an in- 


timate Acquaintance with him, could not but diſcern a Rever- 1 


ence of the divine Majeſty, a Reliſh of ſpiritual Things, and 
a Delight in religious Dutics, to live with him, and to grow 
and increaſe. 

When he was made a Keeper of the Vineyard among you *, 
he did not neglect to keep his own Vineyard. He made his 
Soul his Care ; and his Concern for his own Soul made him 
the more concerned for yours. As ſenſible that the Mini- 


ſter implies the Chriſtian, and that there is one Way of 


Salvation for Paſtor and People, he was ſollicitous that he 
might know the Grace of God in Truth, and not be himſelf a 
S:ranger to that Life of Holineſs and Communion with God, 
which he preſſed upon and recommended to others. Look- 
ing over what he has written in his Day-Book, I find ſuch 
as theſe were his Su/þpiria, the Breathings of his Soul to God; 
Lord! Come powerfully into my Soul, and ſet all Things 15 
Rights there! I am wretched and miſerable Oh that Gd 
would make me wiſer and better ———T he Lord revive my Soul, and 
make all Things right within! On January 1. 1726. he writes, 
This Day begins a new Tear: God give me to live thro” it in Neu- 
ne/+ of Liſe! On the 4th of the laſt Auguſt, about a Week 
before he fell ſick, he writes, This Day begins my Thirty firſt 
Tear: Oh that [ may be careful to live this Year better than ever! 

The Sabbath of the Lord was to him holy and honourable ; 
he called it a Delight ; and has left this Teſtimony for it, 
I hope I may ſay from Experience, the Lord's Days are the beſt 
Days. Sometimes I find him complaining of, and lament- 
ing Deadneſs and Dulneſs on Sabbath and Sacrament Days: 
Oh how indiſpoſed to Duty have I been thro the holy Sabbath ! 
My Leanneſt, my Leanneſs ! How long Lord I have not 
been ſenſible of having ſuch Communion with God as my Soul longs. 


for Ii Heart, ob hw hard is it ! But at other Times he 


writes, I would humvl; hipe I have had a good Day | 
warm and affetionate— full of Deſires after Chriſt aud Grace 
1 would humbly hope I have had ſweet Communion with Cod. 

He 


* May 23. 1722. was his Ordination-Day. 
\ 


T1 


his dear Conſort in her long 
from which it has pleaſed God ſo far to recover her. 
> often ſets down her Caſe with much Affection, and ſuch De- 
ſires as theſe added; when bad, The Lord ſtep in with his Sal. 
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He preached to him/elf, while he preached to others; and 
was deſirous to profit by his own Sermons, and thoſe of other 
Miniſters who occaſionally aſſiſted him. Having preached 

both Parts of a Lord's-Day from that Text, Deut. xxxii. 29. 
be writes at Night, The Lord make his Word effeftual, to put 


* 2b:ith Speaker and Hearers upon conſidering their latter End; and 


male us wiſe to number our Days aright ! At another Time, 
having preached from Rom. vii. 21. J find then a Law, that 
"when would do Good, Evil is preſent with ne; he notes upon 
Lit, I found my Text ſadly exemplified in myſelf in all my Exertiſes : 
Cod grant that what 1 have been preaching to others, may be 
Bleſſed for ſpiritual Good to my own Soul! So when another had 
preached for him, from thoſe Words, In that War there is 0 

. * Diſcharge, he ſets down this as his Wiſh upon it, The Lord 
ſuitably affett my Soul with the ſolemn Admonitions of this Day. 
And at another Time, noting down the Text and Preacher, 
he has this ejaculatory Supplication : 0h that the Word may 
be as good Seed ſown in goed Ground, eſpecially in my own Soul ! 
In relative Religion he was alſo truly exemplary. Devout 
© Worſhip and ſtrièt Order were kept up in his Houſe. He 
ruled his own Houſe as became a Ruler in the Houſe of God; 
and ſhewed a Concern for the Souls of all under his Care, 
both by Inſtructions and Prayers. Looking over his Memoirs, 
I find he took a religious Notice of Family Mercies and Fami- 
h Aftlidions, and ſet down what occurred referring to his 


q Relatives and Domeſticks, with pious Ejaculations intermixed. 
When his Family 


5 was viſited with Sickneſs, he writes, Our 
= Houſe is full of Trouble: Oh that our Sorrows may be ſanctiſied! 
9 And at another Time, greatly indebted to Heaven for the many 
© Mercies we enjoy in the Midſt of Trouble: The Lord make our 
Aſlictions themſelves ſich ! He bore a tender 8 with 

Weakneſs and Languiſhment, 
He 


vations, and help and heal her! When better, The Lord prevent 
4 Relapſe, and ſtrengthen her in Soul and Body, Day by Day, 


; When he has Occaſion to mention his youngeſt Child, it is 


with this Prayer, The Lord own him, and ſpare him, and write 
Life ! 

Such as ſhewed him the Kindneſs of the Lord, he bore a 
grateful Remembrance of them, when he /ift up his Hands ta 
the hily Oracle. I find him ſome Times ſetting down the 
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Names of his Benefadors, with ſuch a Prayer as this going 
up for them, Heaven reward them with durable Riches ! * 

A. Vein of Religion run thro? his Converſation, and was one to 
Thing that made him ſo amiable in his Friend/hip. He was bo 
forward to promote, as well as ready to fall in with that he 
Diſcourſe which was good and to the Uſe of edifying. The no 
Things of God and his Kingdom have been the Subject of 
many a pleaſant Converſation ſome of us have had with him. Af 
And in this Way, as. Iron ſharpens Iron, ſo doth a Man the 110 
Countenance of his Friend. | bs 

In the Houſe of God he was a wiſe and faithful Steward. In 
his Preaching he fed you with whol/om and edifying Truths, II. 
that might miniſter proper Nouriſhment to your Souls: The zn. 
Method plain and eaſy : The Manner grave and ſolemn ; *c 
The Dreſs neither gaudy nor homely. He did not uſe Ex- fe 
cellency of Speech, or the inticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but, uf 
which is a much better Commendation of a Preacher, in Doc- th 
trine ſhewed Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech th 
which cannot be condemned. He inſiſted on the peculiar Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, but did not overlook the great Things 
of God's Law. He taught Juſtification by Faith in the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, yet affirmed conſtantly that they which believe 
in God ſhould be careful to maintain good Works. And that you 
might know what is good, and what the Lord your God requires 
of you, he began a Courſe of Sermons upon the fen Command- 
' ments which I ſuppoſe were not finiſhed when he died. 

He gave himſelf to Prayer, as well as the Miniſtry of the 
Mord. In his early Childhood he began to call on the 
Name of the Lord. A particular Providence ſet the Wheel 
of Prayer a-going, and I believe it never wholly ſtopt after 
wards. This he once gave me an Account of in a retired _ ” 
Converſation I had with him ; and I ſuppoſe I was the only , 
Perſon to whom he mentioned it. It was this, his dear Pa- 1 
rents were gone ſomewhere by Water, and a Storm, or ſudden Guſt \ 
of Wind, aroſe when it was ſuppoſed they migbt be coming home. 
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He heard the Family ſpeak of the Danger they might be now iu. 
This ſo alarmed his Fear, that he went alone to ſeek God in their 


aſed to meet on the Evenings of the Lord's-Days, for Prayer 
and other Exerciſes of private ſocial Religion. And his Mi- 
niſtry was carried on very much with Prayer. When he began 
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Behalf, that they might be preſerved and returned. They were 

ſo. And having begun thus ſucceſsfully to pray for his 
Parents, he afterwards continued to pray for himſelf. While 
at the College I know he was one of thoſe young Students who 
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* ut f Sermons upon the Commandments, I find he 
. ee and 3 Manner begged of God Directi- 
on and Aſſiſtance therein. And he was very deſirous 
to engage the Prayers of others for him. He uſed to ask 
" them, not as a Compliment, but as one in Earneſt, who _-_ 
F 'how to value them. His publick Prayers were lerious an 
pertinent: And I have ſometimes heard him pray with much 
| Affection and Enlargement; particularly in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Lord's-Supper, at which I was once preſent with 
1 255 who were his peculiar Charge lay very near his Heart: 
He was much concerned for the Succeſs of | his Miniſtry a 
mong you, and greatly /5nged after you all in the Bowels of 
Chriſt.” When any were awakened under his Miniſtry, pro- 
feſſed to receive good Impreſſions by it, and were wrought 
upon to give up themſelves to Chriſt and to his People, rn 
thing was a greater Joy to him; as, on the other Hand, 
the irregular Walking of any, or their too viſible Unconcern- 
edneſs about the Things of their everlaſting Peace, did 
wound and grieve him. I ſpeak this with Aſſurance from 
© what he has ſometimes expreſſed to me, and I now find to 
have fallen from his Pen. In the Cloſe of a Lord 1 
when he has noted down his Subject and Frame, ſuch as theſe 
have been the Breathings and Longings of his Soul, 0 roar 
+ God would magnify his Power and Grace, and make his Word pro- 
fable, that I might be inſtrumental of faving myſelf and all has 
9 hear me! Oh that Cod would breathe in his Word and Ordinances 
for the Good of my Flock! I humbly hope it is the unfeigned De- 
0 ſire of my Soul, to ſave myſelf, and all that hear up 3 
> He was a faithful Reprover of Sin, and bold in a my 
» Teſtimony againſt it. F'attery was very remote from his 
4 Temper and Principles; leaſt of all would he flatter wy 
in their Sins. After the Preaching a particular 1 1 
5 writes, I dealt plainly and faithfuliù as to fome Things : The Lo 
# follow it with his Bleſſing, and grant that the Succe/s may appear 
Some, it may be, were ready to think he was eaten too 
1 plain; but it proceeded from his Integrity and Zeal. And, I 
$ believe, Solomon's Obſervation may yet be found to ads 
4 Truth, He that rebuteth a Man, afterwards ſball find more 10 
vou than he that flattereth with his Tongue. He was naturally 
of an obliging Temper, and knew how to value the "OO 
by of Men, but yet could not ſtoop to any little Art; wha y 
do ingratiate himſelf with People; much leſs would he prof i- 
ute his Conſcience, or * his Truſt. If I were to give 
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his Character in one Word, it ſhould be that, « faithful Man, 
To him might have been applied the Words of the Elder to 
the well-beloved Gaius, Beloved, thou doſt faithfully whatſoever © 


thou doſt to the Brethren, and to Strangers. 
As he taught you publickly, ſo from Houſe to Houſe. Some- 


time before his Death, he had ſet * Tueſdays in the Aſter- 
o called. He has ſome- 


noons, for paſtoral Viſits properly 
times noted down the Families he viſited, adding, The Deſign 


was to ſerve the beſt Intereſts ; God grant that it may be ſo! 
He had humble Thoughts of bimfe 


their Gifts, and take Satisfaction in their Reputation. The 


Diſcovery of an excellent Spirit! J have ſometimes heard him L 


expreſs an abaſing Senſe of his own Darkneſs, Weakneſs and 
Inſufficiency for that Work, concerning which the Apoſtle 
cries out, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? But this he ſaid 
comforted him, that out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, 
God ordained to himſelf Praiſe. He would often lay 


believe many of you can remember the ſerious Sermon he 
prone after you had been together three Years in the Re- 
ation of Paſtor and People, from thole Words, Luke xxii1. 
7. Then ſaid he to the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Behold, theſe 
three Years I come ſeeking Fruit on. this Fig-Tree, and find none. 
Wherein he did, in a very affectionate Manner, lament before 
God his own and your Unfruitfulneſs. And on May 23. 
1726. he thus writes, This Day begins a fifth Year from my 
Ordination to the Work of a Coſpel-Miniſter. Ah! Lord, what 
an unfruitful Chriſtian, what an unfaithful Steward have I been? 


Oh! for the good Spirit of Grace, that for the Time to come 1 | 


may abound in the Work of the Lord, and be always ready for the 
Caming of the Lord! Auguſt 4th, he writes again, I am nw 
entring upou the 3oth Year of my Age : The Lord humble me that 
have waſted away my Time, ſ as upon Reflection I find ] have, 
and help me for the future to redeem the Time ! And indeed, as 
one that knew his Time was but ſhort, he ſeems to have 
doubled his Diligence the latter Part of his Lite. For the 
laſt Year and Quarter he noted down conſtantly where and 
h;w he had ſpent the Day; and if it was, as he thought, to 
little Purpoſe, he would complain very mournfully of it. 
Once he writes at Night, I have loitered away the Day, and 
would take Shame to myſelf. The laſt Week of his Health, 
particularly, I find he was cloſely engaged in his Study, not 
enly in the Day-Time, but till after Midnight. And his 
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elf, and his own Perfor- © 
mances; knew how in Honour to prefer others, would commend © 


himſelf ; 
low before God, on Account of his Unprofitableneſs. 1 
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moſt becoming Sybjettion t9 the Father of Spirits. 
Days and Nights were appointed him for a Month together, 


With him and for him. 

and Tears, were offered up to him that was able to ſave him from 
Death, in the two Afternoons ſpent in Prayer on his Accoung, 
- wherein the Miniſters of the Town afliſted at your Deſire, I 
need not ſay to you that were preſent. 
Days we conceived ſome Hopes that we were heard in that 
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3 roficiency did appear in Proportion. By the Bleſſing of 
God on his diligent Hand, his Stock of ſacred Knowledge 
PZincreaſed, and he was growing rich in /p:ritual Gifts. Thus 


was he going on from Strength to Strength, in his Chriſtian 


Courſe, and in his miniſterial Work, when that fatal Diſ- 
[temper ſeized him that put a Period to his valuable and uſe- 


ſul Life. | 


On Monday, Auguſt 14th, (that Day Month that he died) in 


the Afternoon he came up to my Houle, but complained of 
Indiſpoſition, particularly in his Head; however, he fat and 
converſed a While with ſome other Miniſters that came in: 
But at length roſe up, ſaying his Indiſpoſition obliged him 
to go Home. 
in it of all the Houſes of his Friends: For, going ſtreight to 
his own, he never went out of it, till he was carried to the 
© Houſe appointed for all the Living. | 


So he took his final Leave of my Houle, and 


His Diſtemper proved to be a flow Fever, that was at firſt 


intermitting, and but few apprehended his Caſe to have 
much Danger in it. In the Beginning of his Illneſs he was 
i Darkneſs reſpecting his ſpiritual State; yet he truſted in the 
* Name of the Lord, and ſtayed himſelf” upon his God. When he 
: conſidered the infinite Majeſty and Purity of God, and re- 
flected upon his own Vileneſs and Corruption, he was ready 
to be filled with Fear and Diſcouragement : But the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of a Redecmer relieved him, and ſup— 


ported his Hopes. He then expreſſed himſelf to me to this 


-. Purpoſe, I [ok upon myſelf to be a moſt filthy guilty Creature, 
* by Nature and by Practice, and deſerving of God's IFrath and 
Curſe: This is fad and diſmal But, ſays he, the Mediatian 
I Chriſt ſets Things in another Light. 


From firſt to laſt he ſhewed an cxemplary Patience, and 
Wearilom 


yet he ſpake well of God, and proſeſſed to me he had nt 


. one hard Thought of him. 


Prayer was made without Ceaſing, privately and publickly, 
What Supplications, with ſtrong Crying 


For two or three 


we feared : But it was not long before we were convinced 
that his Life muſt not be granted us at ur Petition. Yet God 
did 
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did not turn away our Prayer ; tho' this Part of it was denied. 


He anſwered us graciouſly in lifting up upon his Servant the 


Light of his Gountenance, which ſcattered his Clouds, and put 


Gladne/s into his Heart. 

I have lately met with it as the Requeſt of an excellent 
Miniſter in his Day, that he might not die meanly, but fo as to 
bring Ghry to God. This our dear Friend was at laft enabled 
to die comfortably, chearfully, joyfully, as becomes a Chri- 
ſtian and a Miniſter. Viſiting him the Evening before that 
on which he dicd, I plainly perceived Death was indeed mak- 
ing its Approach. He was himſelf ſenſible of it; and, in 
Conformity to his Saviour, made his Death an Act of willing 
Obedience, uſing thoſe Words of his, with all the Signs of a 
compoled and well-ſatisfied Mind, Vt my Will, but thine be 
done; and allo an Act of ſtrong Faith, by repeating over and 
over again, thoſe loſt Words of Chriſt, Father, into thy 
Hanis I commit my Spirit ! And before this, as his neareſt 
Relations informed me, he had been uttering that Call and 
Deſire of Love, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly! Why 'o' long 
a-coming ? 

He was all the next Day, till about Nine in the Even- 
ing, walking thro' the Valley of the Shadow of Death, which 
was indeed turned into the Light of the Morning. Being with 
him in the Forcnoon, I then ſaid to him, among other Things, 
IV here will the Diſadvantage be, if you muſt have run your Race 
before us, and enter firſt inte your Maſter's Foy ? He anſwered 
me, None at all; I rejoice exceedingly, I rejoice exceedingly ; 
repeating thoſe Words ſeveral Times: And afterwards ſay- 
ing, The Lord is my God — Rivers of Pleaſures for evermore 
J ſaw him after, this, towards the Cloſe of the Day, when 


he was ſpeechleſs, but yet had the Uſe of Reaſon; and he 


kept lifting up his Hands and Eyes to Heaven, in ſuch a 
Manner as to ſignify that his inward Compoſure and Satisfac- 
tion continued. Thus, my Brethren, he finiſhed his Courſe : 
This was the End of his Conterſatian, his [ſue or Exit out of 
this Wotld ; and this his Entrance into his Maſters Foy. 

Such is the Friend we have loſt! Such the Paſtry taken 
from you! Alas ! that his Continuance with us was fo ſhort ! 
That his Race was ſo ſoon run! We are all ready to ſay. 
And it would be ſtrange indeed, yea, ſinful, if we did not 
lament after him, Sorrowing that we ſhall ſee his Face, and 
hear his Voice, no more. 

My Deſign in what I have ſaid of him was in Part this, 
to repreſent your L, and aggravate your Grief. Not that 
I rejoice 
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| 1 rejoice to have you made ſorry ;: but I would have you made 
Hrry after a godly Manner, that ye may receive Damage in no- 
thing : For godly Sorrow worketh Repentance unto Salvation, not 
10 be repented of. 
And (God be thanked) we are called to weep, not for 
him, but for ourſelves. UF we loved him we ſhould rejoice, be- 
cauſe we believe he is gone to the Father. Dying out of this 
World, he was born into a better. When he was diſmiſſed 
from Service in the Church below, he had higher Employ- 
ments aſſigned him in the Temple above, where he is now 
' ſerving his glorious Maker and Redeemer, in the Perfection 
0 of his natural Powers and gracious Excellencies. How thoſe 
© Lights ſtill thine, to the Praiſe of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
which we count extinguiſhed, and how theſe Servants of 
Chriſt ſtill /erve him in his Temple, the Period of whoſe Uſe- 
fulneſs we are here lamenting, we cannot tell; nor how 
much, to their Advantage, the Time that is loſt on Earth 
may be made up in Heaven. But this we know in the gene- 
ral, That the Affairs of the World and Church above, are 
much greater than thoſe of the World and Church be/ow. 
e enjoyed our dear Friend, you enjoyed your beloved 
Paſter, as long as God ſaw fit; and that is long enough: For 
he never lets any of his Servants die a premature or untime- 
ly Death. He continues their Lives till they have finiſhed 
the Work he has given them to do. True indeed, many 
of the Servants of God don't live to finiſh that Work, 
© which they deſigned to do for the Glory of his Name, and 
the Good of his Church: But they finiſh that which he ap- 
pointed them; and what they deſigned, but could not accom- 
pliſh, ſhall be accepted and rewarded as if finiſhed. It was 


in the Heart of David to build an Houſe for the Lord God 


4 of 1/rael, And the Lord ſaid unto him, Whereas it was in thine 
Heart to build an Honſe unto my Name, thou didſt well that it 
was in thine Heart. Nevertheleſs thou ſhalt not build the Houſe, 
but thy Son that ſhall come forth out of my Leins, he ſhall build 
+ the Houſe unto my Name, 1 Kings vill. 17 19. Yet of 
David we read, that he fell aſleep, after he had ſerved his own 
Gereration, by the Will of God, Acts xili. 26. | 
Hie has lived long enough, that has anſwered the End of 
Life, is fit for Heaven, and willing to die. 
> He hath fought long enough, who hath gained the Victory. 
2 Gideon loſt nothing by returning early from the Battle: He 
had as much of the Spoils, and not the leſs Honour - 
ut 
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But I will not enlarge: The following Diſcourſe, from 
which I detain you, will lead you into agreeable Thoughts, 
and proper Sentiments on the ſolemn Occaſion. And the 


Cloſe of it hints to you your Duty, and points out to you 


the beſt Method 77 can take for Relief and Conſolation un- 
u 


der your ſorrowful Bereavement. 

We have (my Brethren) with Pleaſure ſeen you imitate 
the Diſciples of 7ohn, in taking up the dear Body of your 
deceaſed Paſtor, and burying it with much Reſpect and Aft. 
fection. May our Saviour, who took kindly Mary's Love 


and Reſpect, when ſhe took Ointment and poured it on his Body, 


laying to them that accounted it a Waſte, She hath wrought a 
god Work upon me, ſhe did it for my Burial, graciouſly accept 
the Coſt you have beſtowed on the Burial of one of his Mem- 
bers and Servants, and ſay, Ye have done it unto me ! | 

You have alſo, like them, gone and told Jeſus of your Be- 
reavement, in a publick and ſolemn Manner, on a Day of 
Faſting and Prayer kept by you ſince the Death of your Pa- 
ſtor. This is indeed the laudable Cuſtom of the/e Churches ; 
and you did well to obſerve it ſo /o92», while the Sorrow 
was freſh, and before you took any Step towards a Reſettle- 
ment; that ought to be prefaced with ſuch a Solemnity. May 
the Humiliations of that Day be accepted, the Prayers of it 
heard, and the Impreſſions of it remain! 

Conſider and eye Jeſus now in the Relation and Office of a 
Shepherd. Other Shepherds are not ſuffered to continue by 
reaſon of Death. Your Fathers, where are they? And the 
Prophets and Paſtors, do they live for ever? We fee they do 
not. Death oftentimes has that Commiſſion given to it, 
Smite the Shepherd : And all the Tears and Prayers of a trem- 
bling Flock cannot prevail to put by the fatal Stroke. But 


the Conſolation is, The one Shepherd, the great and chief, 


Shepherd lives ſtill, Our Jeſus is he who was dead, but is alive, 
and lives for evermore. The Law made them Prieſts that had In- 
firmity, who therefore could not continue by reaſon of Death 
and the Goſpel doth the ſame : But the Lord Jeſus hath an 
unchangeable Prieſthood, for he is conſecrated for evermore ; and 

this Man, this Shepherd, continueth ever. | 
A Flock of Chriſt then, tho' bereaved of a faithful Shep- 
herd, is not left comfortleſs. You have ſeen the End of 
our Miniſter's Converſation, but Jeſus Chriſt is the /ame Te/- 
terday, To-day, and for ever. Be carneſt with him now to take 
you under his paſtoral Care and Conduèt; to provide Ordi- 
nances 
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Gods E. for you while you are unſettled, and to bleſs them 


20 you; to go before you in all the Steps you are to take, 


2 and to give you in his Time another Paſtor after his own 
Heart, that ſhall feed you with Knowledge and Underſtanding. 

9 you. f his D Sheep going aſtray: Oh 

nun. + If any of you are to this Day as Sheep going wy : 


nov return to the Shepherd and Biſhop of your Souls! And hap- 

nitate Py Will it be if the ſmiting of the Shepherd may be the re- 
our ducing any of the Sheep; if the Removal of your Miniſter 

P At. may bring any of you home to Chriſt. 

: Let it (my Brethren) be at all Times remembred by you, 


2 | that you are a Flock of Chriſt. You are a Fl:ck, and there- 
7 fd > fore ſhould be united and keep together. The ſmiting of the 


Shepherd ſhould make you keep cloſer together, and the more 
to fear and dread Diviſions. . | | 
You are a Flock of Chriſt, and therefore ſhould be ſollici- 
Be. dous to hear his Voice, and to follow him. You ſhould follow 
Chriſt as obſequiouſly as the Sheep do the Shepherd. Ob- 
ſerve the Rules of his Word in managing all the Aﬀairs of 
his Houſe, particularly thro'ꝰ the whole Proceſs of that great 
Affair, the chuſing and ſettling another Miniſter. And having 
in Sincerity begged of Chriſt, to /hew you the Man whom he 
_ has choſen, ſubmit afterwards to his Diſpoſition of the Let, 


ccept 
Hem- 


y of 
r Pa- 
ches ; 
TOW 
ettle- 


_ wherever it ſhall fall. And whoever the Sacceſſar ſhall be, 
may he enter into the Labours of his Predeceſſor, with a 
ww double Portion of that good Spirit which reſted upon him, and 


* much more than double his Years, in your faithful Service, by 
, 12 the Will of God! | 
And may you ſtill remember him who had the Rule over you, 


3 -= and who has ſpoken to you the Word of God, The Hearers of 
rem. _ John Bapti/?, aſter he was dead and buried, remembred what 


Bur they had heard from him, and made a good Uſe of it, for 
chief the confirming their Faith in Chriſt. They ſaid all Things that 
1e ® John /þoke of this Man were true. And many believed on him, 
17. Qohn x. 41, 42.) So do you call to mind the Doctrines, 
ath, _ Counſels and Reproofs of your deceaſed Paſtor ; and continue 
„ an i the Things you have learned of him. For ye are ſaved, if qe 
3 keep in Memory what he has preached unto you, unleſs ye have be- 

lieved in vain. Let alſo his Name be fragrant and his Memo- 
ry precious with you; and his Family {till have a Share in 
4 of Pour Prayers and Kindneſſes. And may you receive 4 Pro- 
Te. | 'phet's Reward, for all the Kindneſs you have ſhewn, and ſhall | 

© ſhew, to the Living and to the Dead. 
rd. Let this be the Conſolation of the ſorrowful Handnaid of 
7 the Lord, forſaken in her Youth, that Jeſus ſtill lives: May 
| : the 
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ſhe go to him, and find Heart's Eaſe in telling him her Griefs, 


and pouring her Tears and Cares into his Boſom: And may 
ſhe hear him ſaying to her, Fear not, I am with thee ; be not 
diſmayed, I am thy Cd: Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his Name : And thy Redeemer the Holy One of Iſrael, the 
God of the whole Earth ſhall he be called! May ſhe have fo 


much of his Preſence with her, as to make the Days of her 


Widowhood the moſt comfortable Days of her Life ! 


The tender Offspring can yet ſcarce go to Feſus for them- 0 


ſelves; but we would affectionately bring them to him: 


May he take them up into his Arms and bleſs them ! May their 
Father's Virtues live in them, and his God be their God! © 
May he meet them at the Right-Hand of Chriſt in the great 
Day, and be able to ſay, Here I am, and the Children whom © 


thou haſt given me! 


Let the aged Father (mourning under the Loſs of his Con- i 
fort ſince the Death of his Son) be comforted in this, that 4 


Jeſus can be better to him than ten Sons, than ten /uch Sons; 


and may he who is the firſt-born among many Brethren, be as F 


an elder Brother to the bereaved Brethren and Silters ! 
And now, let the Lord, the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, 
ſet a Man over the Congregation, which may go out before them, 


and may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and } 
which may bring them in; that" the Congregation of the Lord lle 


not as Sheep which have no Shepherd ! 

The God of Patience and Conſolation, grant you to be like- 
minded one towards another, according to Chriſt Feſus : That 
ye may, with one Mind and one Mouth, glorify God, even the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 

And, finally, 

The God of Peace, that brought again from the Dead our 
Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro* the Blocd 
of the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfect in every good Work 
to do his Will, working in you that which is well-pleaſing in his 
Sight, thro* Jeſus Chriſt to whom be Glory for ever aud ever. 
Amen. 


J an, 


Tour Servant © 


in our common Lord, © 


WILLIAM COOPER) 
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* give, I think, we have in the ird Chapter of Matthew, and 
in the firſt, third and /eventh Chapters of Luke. 
appears he was One of an admirable Character, and held in 

| great Reputation amongſt the Jews. 
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EARLY DEATH 


God's Children and Scryants. 


MATTH. XIV. 12. 


buried it : And went and told Feſus. 


HIS is a Paſſage in the Story of John Boptiſt's 

Death, our Saviour's Fore-Runner and Friend. 
As to the Birth and Life of this holy Prophet, 

the moſt particular Account that the Scriptures 


By which it 


He was a plain Man in- 
deed, and made but a mean external Figure ; yet his moral 
Glory was ſuch as attracted the Eyes and excited the Love 
and Wonder of Multitudes. He came unto them ( it is faid ) 
in the Way of Righteouſneſs. He was a Man of unſpotted Sanc- 
tity ; of great Auſterity and Self-Denial; very converſant 
with ſpiritual and heavenly Things ; full of Zeal; bold in 
the Cauſe of God; faithful in his Teſtimonies againſt Sin ; 
pathetical in his Exhortations to Repentance, & And the 
Fervour of his Devotion, the Love to Souls, the Love to God, 
and Contempt of the World, which viſibly inipired his Mi- 
niſtry and Converſation, might contribute to his being eſteem- 
ed and admired among the People, as much as his prophetical 

| & 3k Gifts, 


9 
Giſts, and the new Light he opened upon them, which was a ſon 
Dawning of the Goſpel-Day. | che 
We ſ read,. Mark vi. 20. Herod feared John, knowing that he Pri 
was a juſt Man and an holy, and obſerved him: And when he int 
heard him, he did many Things, and heard him gladly. Yea, all lin 
Men (it is ſaid, Chap. xi. 32.) counted John that he was a Pu 
Prophet indeed. The People at firſt rejoiced in him, as at te 
appearing of ſome benign Star. Hence that of our Saviour, ſuc 
Jah v. 35 He was 4 burning and a ſhining Light ; and ge 4 Ac 
were willing for a Seaſon to rejoice in his Light, We way note va 
here, by the Way, Chriſt often took Occaſion to ſpeak ho- ag 
nourably of John, as well as John of him: And herein has 
ſet an Example, teaching us to give Honour to whom Honour an 
is due. He repreſents 79hn as a flaming Luminary, who, by tu 
his Preaching, diſpenſed Light to a dark World, and, by his ty 
holy Living, became illuſtrious in the Sight of Men 2 
The People rejoiced in his Light for a Seaſon. This may & fir 
relate either to the Variableneſs of their Aſſections, or to the in 
Shortneſs of their Enjoyment. If the former, we may note © ſa 
from it, That it is no new Thing for Perſons to deſpiſe and he 
deſert, or cool towards the Miniſtry they were once very Im 
warmly affected to. And fo we may underſtand our Saviour, tt 
to mention the © Paſſing away of their Reſpects, to juſtify Þ c: 
« God in depriving them, as he had now done, of John's Mi- N 
« niſtry, and putting that Light under. a Buſhel.“ © Ic 
But, if we take the Words in the other Senſe, as ſpeaking fr 
of the Shortneſs of the Time wherein they enjoyed his Mi- J 
niſtry, we may note from it, That the Lights of the Church tl 
are but for a Seaſon; and ſo our Opportunities of enjoying n 


their Miniſtry very uncertain. 11 

Alas! the molt eminently pious and uſeful in the Church u 

of God muſt die like other Men, and fall by the ſame fatal 1 

i Stroke as the meaneſt of their Fellow-Creatures. One could Þþ 
| wiſh, indeed, they were immortal, like the Angels! Theſe 1 


Nen are ſuch, for whom one would even dare to die, if it 
might but ſecure the Continuance of their valuable Lives upon 1 
Earth. But, unhappy Caſe ! nothing can purchaſe this Bleſ- : 
ſing for the World. Angry Death pays no Compliment to ( 
© | 
] 


the glorious Character of theſe Men of God : But ſeizes them 
without Diſtinction, and mingles their precious Duſt with 
common Farth. Good and Bad fall undiſtinguiſhed. We 
ſee that wiſe Men die, as well as the Fool and the m Per- 
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was a R ſon *; High and Low, Rich and Poor: None exempted from 
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various. 
« ho- again die in Youth, and others at more adult Years, 
1 has 2? 
and Uſefulneſs ! In their full Strength, in the Bloom of Na- 


nour 2? 


the common Law of Mortality. Death viſits the Courts of 
Princes, and the Cottages oi Peaſants. Death comes up 
into all our Windows, and cuts off every one from his Dwel- 
ling. It comes into the Church of God, and invades the 
Pulpit, as well as empties the other Seats there. 

Upon ſome Death ruſhes violently, and kills them with a 
ſudden Stroke: Upon others it comes by ſlow and leiſurely 
Advances. And then, as to the Son, its Approach is very 
Some die in Infancy, and others in old Age : Some 


How often are Men taken away in the Midſt of their Days 


ture, in the Height of Buſineſs, and in the golden Opportuni- 
ty of Life for Induſtry and Diſpatch ; furnithed with conſider- 
able Abilities for Service, ſpirited to their Work, valued as 
Z ſingular Bleſſings, and under a Proſpect of doing much Good 
in their Places ! Abel, Enoch, Jonathan, Joſiah, and others on 


” ſacred Record, are remarkable Inſtances. 
how often have we ſeen Men taken away, under very pro- 


And in our Day, 


b miſing Circumſtances, in their early Times! The number ol 
their Years cut off in the Midft : In their Prime and Vigour 
called off the Stage of Action, and diſmiſſed from Service 


: Nothing could detain them here any longer. 


All their intel- 


lectual and moral Glories could afford them no Protection 


from the Arreſts of Death: Neither could all ozr Hopes, and 
Tears, and Prayers, prevail to deliver them from the Hand of 
the Grave. 
many Years, and that we ſhould rejoice in their Light for a 


We thought we had in them Goods laid up for 


: long Seaſon yet to come. But Death ſoon convinces us of our 
2 unhappy Miſtake, and lays us under a ſorrowful Bereavement. 
The Breath of our Noſtrils expires ; the Lamps of the Tem- 


ple are extinguiſhed, and leave us in an uncomfortable Dark - 
4 neſs. 


And now with what Sorrow mult we reſign theſe deſirable 


2 Blcflings ! How can we reſign them with our weeping Eyes, 


aking Hearts, and trembling Hands! And with what grateful 
Commemorations, with what Praiſes and Honours, ſhould we 
bury ſuch our Friends, our Hope and Joy-—This we may 
learn from -the Exampte in our Text, where we have the 

| Diſciples 


bo P/at, xlix. 10. 


1 


Diſciples of 7% Baptiſt paying decent Funeral - Reſpects to 
their deceaſed Teacher. They took his dead Body, and buried | 


it : And went and told Jeſus. 
It would not be to my preſent Purpoſe to take particular 


Notice of the Manner and Circumſtances of 7ohn's Death: 
Only this one Circumſtance I ſhall obſerve, and intend to di- 
late upon, That he died in his early Days, when he had not 
lived long in the World, and had been but a little While en- 
gaged in publick Work. He was but a young Man when 


Death ſnatched him out of the World, and dathed the Hopes 


of many. 


7ohn Baptiſt was about 5 or 6 Months ſenior to the Man 


Felus Chriſt, and began his Miniſtry about half a Year before 
he baptized our Lord. Now, we read that Je/#s, when he 
was baptized, began to be 30 Years of Age “, i. e. was 29 
complete, and entered on his 3oth. For the eus reckoned 
the Ages of Men, as we do the Chriſtian Ara, by the Year 
current. Our Saviour, ſoon after his Baptiſm, began to 
preach; at firſt probably in the Strains of %u, That the 


Meſſiah was come; but not affirming himſelf to be He. And, g 


at the Ceſſation of J Miniſtry, 7e/#s more openly ſhew- 


ed himſelf; which is thought to be ſomething above a Year 3 


after he was baptized +. So that it is probable (by compar- 


ing theic Things together) that % n was but in his One and 


thirticth Year when he died: 

Beſure he died ſome conſiderable Time before our Saviour. 
And his Death (by the Suffrage of all. Antiquity) was in the 
Nineteenth Year of Tiberius Caſar, when Fe/us was about 
Thirty three Years of Age: For the Scripture tells us, that, 
in the Fifteenth Year of Tiberius, the Word of the Lord came 
to John +; and in this very Fifteenth of Tiberius, the Baptiſm 
of Chrilt is placed by all the Ancients *; at which Time Je- 
ſus is expreſly ſaid to begin his Thirtieth Year. Hence, John 


dying ſome Years before Chriſt, his Miniſtry muſt needs be of 


ſhort Continuance, and his Death very early. 

And now our Text informs us of the Honour which his 
Diſciples did him at his Death ; and the Method they took for 
their Relief and Conſolation under this ſurpriſing Bereavement 
-—T hey took his Body and buried it: And went and told Jeſus. 

From 

* [Luke lil. 23. + Compare Matth. iv. 12, 17. Mark i. 14. 
Fohn iii. 23, 24. As x. 37. 4 Luke iii. 1, 2. ** Vid, Whit 
by Pref. Evang. Johan. 


1 


ts to Prom the Words we may make theſe Obſervations : The 
uried * firſt whereof is clearly implied in the Text, and the others 
| more directly grounded upon it. | 

cular 1. We have a very picus and faithful Miniſter of the Go- 
ath :  ſpel dying in his Youth: From whence it may be noted, 
0 di- That God is many Times pleaſed, in his holy Providence, to take 
not away pious and uſefu! Perſons, and in particular faithful Mini- 
en- ſters, by an early Death. 

hen 2. We find the Diſciples of John burying his Body; and 
from hence learn, That a decent Bugial is one Piece of Re- 
ſpe& due to the Bodies of God's deceaſed Servants: And 
what, in ſpecial, a faithful Miniſter fcems to have owing 
him from his People. 

. When we meet with afflictive Bereavements of godly uſe- 
ful Friends, and, in particular, of faithful Teachers, it is our 
Duty, as well as Privilege, 7% go and tel! Jeſus : Repair to 
him with our Humiliations and Requeſts ; put our Truſt un- 
der the Shadow of his Wings, and cleave cloſer to him than 
ever. 

My main View, in the preſent Diſcourſe, will be to the fff 
of theſe Propoſitions. And as to the Occoſion of my being on 
ſuch a Subject at this Time, I ſuppoſe none can be at a Loſs. 

We have this Week before us an affecting Inſtance of ear- 
ly Death, in the Removal of a very worthy young Miniſter of 
the Town: Who, as he has died much about the ſame Age 
with the Servant of God in our Text, ſo was poſſeſſed with 
not a little of the excellent Spirit of that great Prophet, in 
regard of a Zeal to fave Souls, and to promote the Kingdom 
of Chriſt ; in regard of his Mortiſication to this preſent World, 
and a viſible Contempt of all its Gayeties, yet his Temper 
very diſtant from Moroſeneſs and Malignity : Open and true- 
7 hearied, ſincere and plain, without Dilguiſes and Reſerves : 
* Grateful, ingenuous and obliging : An eminent Example of 
gentlemanly Goodne/5 and Civility, in Conjunction with a cer- 
tain Superiority of Spirit, abhorrent to all the little Arts of 


his Flaltery; diſdaining any mean and ſervile Compliances with 
for popular Humours; and preferring the Peace of his own Con- 
ent ſcience to all human Friendſhips in the World; yet able to 

* condeſterd to Men of low Eſtate, and willing to pleaſe all Men 
om min all Things (wherein he might ſafely) not ſeeking his own 
14. Profit, but the Profit of many, that they might be ſaved: 
i- Tenperate and ſober, grave and manly, yet Pleaſent and free in 


Converiation 2: 


CE] 


Converſation : Modeſt, and without Oftentation ; yet both 
inquiſitive and communicative : A Perſon of Courage, yet MW 


prudent in Matters: Exact in the Order of his Honſe; wiſe and 
judicious in the Conduct of his Flock: A faſt Friend to the 


Cauſe of God in theſe Churches; but ſtill of a charitable and 


pacifick Diſpoſition, moderate in leſſer Points of Controverſy. 
A devout Man ; appearing habitually under an awful Senſe of * 
God, and ſtrong Concern for his own Soul, and for the Souls 
of his Children and Servants, as well as of his People : Ex- 
emplary for an high Reverence of the ſacred Scriptures: A 
ſtrict Obſerver of the Lord's Day ; in his common Diſcourſe 
favouring the Things that be of Ged; his Paſtoral Viſits 
much valued ; his p:5/;ck Performances full of Devotion ; his. 
Prayers very ſerious, and his Preaching ſolid, practical, and 
with ſuitable Affection: His Sermons breathing very much the 
Spirit of the holy Baptiſt, and a Care to fulfil his Miniſtry — 
But I ſhall not go any farther into the Character of our de- 
ceaſed Friend. It will be given, I ſuppoſe, more at large, by 
other Hands, in a fitter Place and Seaſon : And, when let in 
its genuine Light, will be found comprehenſive of many valu- 
able Things ; good Abilities, {ound Principles, and excellent 
Virtues. 

The Loſs of ſuch an One, in the Morning of his Days, be- 
ſpeaks a deep and univerſal Sorrow. And indeed I find his 
Death as much regretted among us, as almoſt any I have 
known. It is a Loſs, not only to his Family and Congregati- 
on, but to the Publick. It is in particular a Loſs to the Pa- 
ſtors of the aſſociated Churches in the Town ; more eſpecially 
to ſome of us, that had cultivated a peculiar Acquaintance 
with him, who are now ſighing out our Grief in the Language 
of David's Lamentation over his dear Jonathan I am diſtreſſed 
for Thee, my Brather ! Very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me. 

The God of Peace ſanctify this awful Stroke of his holy 
Hand to the bereaved Relatives ; to the deſtitute Flock ; to 
his mournful Brethren and Fathers i in the Miniſtry ; and to 
us all ! 

And now, that I may juſtify God, and lead you into pro- 
per Sentiments on this ſolemn Occaſion, I ſhall take the pre- 
ſent Opportunity Providence puts into my Hands, to offer 
ſome Meditations upon the early Death of pions and hopeful 
Perſons, and, in particular, of Faithful Miniſters, taken away 
in the Flower and Prime of their Opportunities. 
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Beſides that we are this Day deploring, we have ſeen, with- 


in theſe ſew Years, many other ſorrowful Inſtances of early 


Death among thoſe of the Miniſterial Order, and many more 
among Chriſtians of a private Character. I could reckon up 
above a Dozen * in the Miniſtry, that have in a few Years 

aſt been removed by Mortality in their Youth, or in the 
Meridian of their Days, who were all uſeful in their Places, 


and ſome of them eminently ſo. 


Upon ſuch melancholly Occaſions, J have ſometimes been 


ſtudious to know the Meaning of Providence, and to learn the 


7 Leflons taught us. 


This laſt awful Stroke, which comes ſo 


near, has deeply impreſſed my Mind, and put me upon recol- 


lecting my Thoughts. 


It preſently pointed me to the Text 


* before us; and I think loudly calls us all to meditate on this 


3 


affecting Subject. 


In ſuch important Diſpenſations God has certainly ſome 


F very wiſe Ends and Reaſons, gracious Deſigns, and righteous 


Grounds Clouds and Darkneſs, indeed, are round about him: 
| Un- 
I chuſe to mention only ſuch as did not exceed Fifty Tears of 


2 Age, and that had their Education at Harvard. College. As 


The Rev. Mr. Ebenezer Pemberton, of Boſton. 
Mr. Ephr. Little, of Plymouth. 
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70%. Green, of Salem. 

Tho. Symmes, of Bradford. 

Joſiah Torrey, of Martha's Vineyard. 

Geo. Curwin, of Salem. 

T heo. Cotton, of Hampton. 

Fof. Stevens, of Carleſton. 

7%. Metcalf, of Falmouth. 

Nath. Pitcher, of Scituate. 1 
Eben. White, of Attlebury. | 

of. Marſh, of Brantrey. 

Toſh. Gardner, of Haverhill. 

Aaron Porter, of Medford. 

Sam. T hompſen, of Gloceſter. 1 
Rob. Stanton, of Salem. f 
Tho. Walter, of Roxbury. 

Dan. Holbrook, Paſtor Ele. 


Broc. Sam. Coffin, 
Benj. Gibſon, Candidates. 
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Unſearchable are his Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding ont. 
Who can find out God? Who can by ſearching find out 
the Almighty unto Perfection! His Thoughts are very deep : 
Too profound for our ſhort Line to fathom. Yet he ſuffers 
us to talk with him of his Judgments, and expects that we 
conſider the Operations of his Hand, tho” with the Modeſty 
that becomes Creatures, who are of Yeſterday and know nothing. 

Let us then make our humble Inquiries into the Views 
and Reaſons of Providence in the Removal of pious and 
hopeful young People, and, in particular, of faithful and uſe- 
ful Miniſters of the Goſpel, by an ear/y Death. I ſhall 
very much paſs over the common Reaſons, that hold the 
ſame in every Caſe of Mortality, and inſiſt chiefly on ſuch 
as have a more ſpecial Concern in the preſent Circumſtance. 

Now, | 

I. There are ſome Grounds and Reaſons of this Diſpenſation 


which do more immediately reſpect God, the Author of it. 


Heſure the bleſſed God deſigns in general the Advance- 
ment of his own Cory, which is the ultimate End of all his 


Works: With a Regard and Subordination to that great 


End, he manages all the Affairs of Providence, particularly 


which concern his Church and People in the World. 


The early Removal of God's Children and Servants 1s a 
Diſpenſation that has an eminent Aſpe& on the divine Glo- 
ry, and is made various Ways ſubſervient to this bleſſed 
End Lazarus, one of our Saviour's ſpecial Friends and 
Acquaintants, ſeems, by ſeveral Circumſtances in his Story, 
to have had an early Death: And we are told his Sickneſs 
and Death was for the Glory of God, that the Son of Cod 
might be glorified thereby, in ſhewing Wonders to the Dead, 
and raiſing him to Life again. But altho', in this extraordi- 
nary Senſe and miraculous Manner, it is not now to be ex- 


pected that God ſhould glorify himſelf, yet, by other Ways 


and Means, God does {till advance his own Honour, and 
Chriſt is magnified in his Servants, by Life or by Death *, 
Whether they live, they /ive unto the Lord : Or whether they 
die (young or old) they die unto the Lord . For them to live, 
is Chriſt ; and to die, Gain; Gain to themſelves, and Gain 
to Chriſt. Such Diſpenſations not only ſerve to enrich and 


fill Heaven, but alſo are over-ruled even to promote and en- 


large the Kingdom of Chriſt on Earth. And let this comfort 


Us 
* Phil. ii. 10. Þ Ron. Xiv. 8. 
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us under our moſt affliftive Bereavements, that they are for 
the Glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified there- 
by ; his Wiſdom, Power and Grace magnified, particularly 
in ſupporting us under, and teaching us to profit by ſuch Diſ- 

enſations. We are ready to ſay, as Lazarus's Siſters, Lord, 


/ thou hadſt been here our Brother had not died: Reflecting on 
his Wiſdom and Kindneſs. But Chriſt ſays to us, I am glad 


8. 
* 
94 
EY 

* 

We, 


Diſpenſation ; and it has a natural Tendency 


2r your Sakes was not there, to the Intent ye may believe: 


d And if ye believe, ye ſhall ſee the Glory of God diſplayed. 


He aims at the Honour of his own Name in the preſent 
to illuſtrare 
and magnify the divine Perfections: Several of which I thall 
diſtintly mention, for the clearing of this Point. 

And here, 

1. In this Conduct of Providence God may intend to diſplay 
his own Sovereignty, and aſſert his univerſal Dominion. 

Such Diſpenſations are indeed to be reſolved principally 
into the ſovereign Will and Pleafure of God, the God of 
our Lives, and the Length of our Days; in whoſe Hand are 
all our Times. There is a Time to be born, and a Time to 


die. And it is God who determines the Times fore- appointed. 


general, ſo that it is vaſlly ſhort of the N Limits. 
longeſt Livers now are but of few Days ; 


He preſcribes our Bounds, which we cannot paſs. He pro- 
longs or abbreviates our Lives, as he pleaſeth. 

He has many Ages fince contracted the Life of Man, in 
The 


carce a Tenth Part 


ſo old as the firſt Fathers of the World. And this univerſal 
: Abbreviation of human Life is what no philoſophical Account 
can be given of to any tolcrable Degree of Satisfaction. 
Alter all natural Inquiries, it mult be religiouſly ſolved. It is 
an Article of divine Conduct full of Myſtery ; and no fatisfy- 


ing Reaſon can be given but that Theological one, even s, 


Father, becauſe it hath ſeemed good in thy Sight ! 


But then the Life, which is become ſo ſhort in the general 
Courſe of Nature, is in many particular Inſtances cut yet 
ſhorter by fatal Caſualties. And in this Matter there is one 
Event to the Righteous, and to the Wicked. Not only are there 
of the Wicked that die before their Time, but there are allo 
Righteous Ones who do not live out half their Days. Herein 
is the Sovercignty of God magnified. Tt is he that calls us 
into the Vinevard, and he calls us off, at what Hours and 


Seaſons he will. It is his Prerogative to diſpoſe of human 
B | Lives, 
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[ 10 ] 
Lives, and to tranſlate Souls from their fleſhly Tabernacles 
to the World of unbodied Spirits. And in this grand Affair 
he acts an uncontrollable Liberty, eſtabliſhed on the moſt 


undoubted Rights, and exerciſed agreeably to the exacteſt 
Rules of Wiſdom and Government. 


Now, the Diſplay of his abſolute and unlimited Sovereign- 

over the Lives of Men, may be one Thing God has in 
View, and deſigns, by the early Death of his Saints and Ser- 
vants. For, in the Deceaſe of young People, in the Vigour 
of Age, particularly of virtuous uſeful Perſons, in the Morn- 
ing of their Opportunities, there ſeems to be a moſt viſible ! 
Finger of God, an illuſtrious and uncommon Diſplay of his 


ſovereign Liberty and Dominion, 


The Spectacles of Mortality are very frequent and famili- 
ar every where. And were Perſons taken out of the World 
all alike, and at the ſame Seaſon, by a gradual Decay of 
their vital Powers, through long Exerciſe and Labour, Men 
might be tempted to reſolve their Death into a mere Necel- 
lity of. Nature, and forget the Agency of a ſuperintending, '? 
Providence. Therefore it is ordered that ſome dic in Youth, 
and in their full Strength, to convince the World of a divine © 
Hand directing and diſpoſing this great Event; to ſhew us 
that he giveth unto all Life and Breath ; that, when he toteth © 
away our Breath, we neceſlarily diſſolve into our primitive 
Duſt and that, when he pleaſeth, he turns Man to Deſtruction: 
That he can daſh us in Pieces /ike a Potter's Veſſel : That 
he is at Liberty to deſtroy Men, even as ſoon as he has 
made them, or while they are in forming, if he pleaſes : 7 
That he can break the Veſſels of Honour, ſuch as are of the 
greateſt Worth and Uſe, as well as any other: And none 
can reſiſt his Will, nor may any diſpute his Pleaſure : Who e- 
ven commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not; and ſealeth up 
the Stars. Behold, it is the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, that 
taketh away from 7eru/alem the Stay and the Staff, the Pro- 
phet and the Prudent, the Ancient * and the Young. And 
he giveth not Account of any of his Matters. How ſhall I 1 
anſwer him, and chuſe out my Words to reaſon with him? 
If I ſpeak of Strength, lo, he is ſtrong : And if of Judgment, 


who ſhall ſet me a Time to plead ? Or who will furniſh me © 


with Arguments? Behold + he taketh away: And who will 


ay unto him, What doſt thou ? 


* 17. iii. 1, 2. + Jeb ix, 19. 
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When God takes away the godly and uſeful, whether 
ounger or elder, the Conſideration of his ſpotleſs Sovereign- 
ty (whoſe Rights and Honours ſhould be infinitely dearer to 
us than the moſt precious Lives in the World) is enough to 
ſilence all murmuring Complaints for ever. 

It is a dark and very afflictive Diſpenſation indeed, when 

oung Perſons die, that were Examples of early Piety, and 
bid fair to be eminently uſeful. Hence Fecsh mourned ſo 
heavily for the ſuppoſed Loſs of his dear J Eſpeci- 
ally it affords a melancholly Refleftion, when Perlons of an 
excellent Spirit, fitted and inclined to ſerve their Generation, 
are cut off in the Verdure and Glory of Life, while at the 
ſame Time many others are ſpared, that are like to prove at 
beſt but Nrones, if not Miſchicſs and Peſts to the World. 
Hence 7 complains * that the Wicked live, become old, and 
have their ungodly Seed eſtabliſhed in their Sight; when his 
pious and hypeful Offspring were cut off before his Eyes 
It is God that hath done it, who worketh all Things accor- 
ding to the Counſel of his own Will. 

Let us, in all ſuch Caſes, realize to ourſelves the Hand of 
God, and adore his Sovercignty. So did holy 7%. He fell 
down, and worſhipped, ſaying, The Lord gave, and the Lord 
bath taken away : Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. In all this 
Job ſinned not, neither charged God fooliſhly . So Aaron 
held his Peace | when bereaved in an awful Manner of 
two Sons but juſt ordained to the Prieſthood. 

The Dominion of God is, in all ſuch Caſes, a moſt ſilen- 
cing Conſideration, and may ſerve, inſtead of a thouſand Rea- 
ſons, to ſatisfy and quiet us. | 

2. By the early Death of Gad's Children and Servants there 
is a bright Diſplay of the divine Fulneſs and Magnificence. 

It is an Inſtance of Greatneſs and Royalty in God : He, as 
it were, takes State. upon, him, and roclaims the infinite 
Plenitude of his Nature, which jilleth all in all ! It is to ſhew: 
that God is ab5ve the Need of human Helps: That he raiſes 
them up as he pleaſeth ; and can afford to /ay them afide a- 
gain, after he has for a little While ſhewn them to the 
World : Juſt as in the Heavens, he ſometimes preſents a 
bright Star, which ſhines for a While, and then vaniſhes out 
of Sight. So he often lights up a Lamp in his Temple here 
pelow, and, when we have rejoiced in it fir @ Seaſon, he ex 


tinguiſhes 
+7801. 21,28. 
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tinguiſhes it again. He prepares theſe and thoſe Inſtruments, 


12 | 


and calls them out to actual Service, and ſeems to deſign them 


for eminent Uſe in their Day; when, lo! to our Surprife, 


he comes and removes them off the Stage, before they have 
acted any conſiderable Part in the Scenes of Time. It is to 


ſhew the World, that altho* God is pleaſed ordinarily to em- 
ploy Inſtruments to ſerve his bleſſed Purpoſes, yet, in reali- 
ty, he has no Occaſion for them; no Need of their Services, 
their Gifts or Graces : But, when he has beſtowed the richeſt * 
Furniture of intellectual and moral Accompliſhments on any, 
he can pense with it all, lay it by, and hide it in the ſi- 
lent unactive Grave; and this without any real Prejudice 
to his Intereſt, or Derogation from his Glory : For he can 
form other Hands to do his Work, or can ſerve his own 
Deſigns without the Concurrence of any Inſtruments at all. 
He is the firſt Cauſe, and therefore an independent all-ſufft- * 
cient Operator. Every good and perfect Gift cometh from 
above, from the Father of Lights, with whom is no Variable- * 
neſs, neither Shadeu of Turning. He is the ſame inexhauſ- 
tible Fountain, Yeſterday, To- day, and for ever. And to diſ- 4 
play his infinite unalterable Fulneſs, may be one Thing he 


deſigns by the carly Death of pious and uſeful Perſons ; ſuch 


as ſcemed chaſen Veſſels for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to bear his 


Name before the World. | 

3. By this Diſpenſation the divine Grace and Munificence 
is illuſtrated. 
In that God takes to him/e/f his Children and Servants, 
when they die ; receives them to Glory, and crowns them 
with an immortal Life of Happineſs in the heavenly Paradiſe : 
Here is the admirable Bounty of God to them; Grace, 
Riches of Grace. It ſhews his Compaſſion, in that he ſa 
early delivers them from the Miſeries of this evil World. 
It ſhews his Munificence, in that he rewards them ſo plen- 


tifully, and ſo ſpeedily; when they have had but a ſhort 


Time of Service, and have perhaps been capable of paying 


but little active Honour to his Name. It is owing to his in- 
finite Grace, that he will reward the ſmall and few Effays of 
Babes in Chriſt, as well as the longer Service and mighty La- 
bours of ſtrong Men; and that he will accept the pious In- 
tent ions of his Servants, and recompence them with an Eterni- 
ty of Bliſs and Glory. If there be firſt a willing Mind, it is 
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epted *, tho little or no Opportunity follow to put good 
3 in rpc This. when David propoſed to 
bell Temple for the Honour of God, and provided the 
Materials tho' he was not permitted to accompliſh that great 
W K; vet the Lord ſaid unto him, Thou didſt well that it 
ore 1% Heert . Admirable rich Bounty, and free Grace. 

Moreover, when uſeful Perſons in any publick 2 
and particularly in the Miniſtry, are removed, there is : ten 
ſcen the wonderful Grace and Munificence of God, in a _ 
dy and happy Supply of the Vacancy ; which wage a 4 
4255 Thankſyivings to God. The Lord is the Judge: He rk 
teth down one, and ſetteth up oe Fre 3 2 = 

God in the Temple of the Lord is gone out, we | 

L070 Ao Samuel. or there be a ſpeedy e ee he? 
there is as quick a Succeſſion of Lights. The 3 es — 
Chriſt in this Land have experienced much of * For 
Heaven in this Regard. Let us ſing the Praiſes . a3 
Grace, which hath been fo exceeding abundant towar N 
and put our Truſt in the Lord for the gracious dir Qty - 
Preſence in all future Times. Bereaved Flocks ſhould tru 


3 : . F the Spirit, and who is 
I j d, with whom is the Reſidue of t 1 Y 
C ls Fa make all Grace abound toward them, to repair their 5 
I ce and ſupply all their Need, according to his Riches im Glory 


by Chrift Jeſus. Let them truſt in Chriſt, that of his Fulne/5 


they ſhall receive, and Grace for Grace, Bleſſing upon Bleſſing. 


Maſes hath furniſhed them with a Prayer to make on ſuch an 


; Occaſion, Numb. xxvii. 16, 17. Let the Lord, the God of the 


T1 all Fleſh, ſet a Man over the Congregation « Which may 
arte Ah — uh which may go in before _ ne N02 
may lead them out, and which may bring them em; t 2 . l 
gregation of the Lord be not as Sheep which have no 75 * 

In a Word, theſe bereaving Diſpenſations have a Ten 0 
cy to affect one People and another, that ftill enjoy eir 
faithful Paſtors, and to draw forth the Hearts - uc N 
Praiſes to God for the ſpared Lives of their My ; t ws 
their Eyes ſee their Teachers, and that their Candle ick is not 
2 ode of God's Children and e may be 

d with a ſpecial View to the Glory of his ower. 
"He —_ 5 to manifeſt the Power of ſanctifying Grace 
in the dying Saint: To ſhew what is the exceeding Greatne/s 


of 


* 2 Cor. viii. 1. Þ+ 1 Kings viii. 18, 
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of his Power towards them which believe. A hard Thing it is 
to Fleſh and Blood, to part fo early with beloved Relatives, 
and bid Farewel to a ſmiling World: To die in the Midſt of 
many pleaſant Enjoyments, at an Age moſt capable of reliih- 


ing the Delights of Senſe : To die in the Midſt of our Work, | 
in the Midſt of growing Opportunities to ſerve our Generati- | 


on ; to be no longer capable of doing any Thing in the pious 


Education of our dear Children, &c. Theſe Reflections are | 
ſhocking to Nature, and very trying to Grace. But yet, how | 


often is the departing Saint 2 all theſe Things even more than a 
Conqueror, thro' Feſus Chriſt which ſtrengthneth him to overcome 
all the Difficulties in his Way; to deſpiſe the World; to de- 
ny his natural AﬀeCtions ; to triumph over Death; and re- 
Joice in the Thought of going to be with Chriſt A glorious 
Sight truly! Here is the Excellency of Power ! And it appears 
moſt evidently to be of Cd,; the God of all Grace and Conſo- 
lation. Thus the Trial of their Faith is found unto Praiſe, 
Honour and Glory, And for that Reaſon God is faid to /augh 
at the Trial of the Innocent, tho? the Scourge ſlay them *. He is 
well pleaſed to ſee how the ſame Scourge, which is the De- 
ſtruction of the Ungodly, is but the Trial of his Saints; à 
glorious Proof of their Integrity. 

Moreover, there is in the preſent Diſpenſation a bright 


| Diſplay of the Power of divine Providence, in that it hereby 


appears nothing can protect Perſons from the Arreſts of Death, 
when their Time is come. When Death arrives, with a 
Commiſſion from God, it is vain to diſpute or reſiſt. All the 


Art and Power of Man cannot prolong one ſingle Life be- 


yond the appointed Limits. Phyſicians are of no Value. 
It is to no Purpoſe to uſe many Medicines : And tho' 
we make many Prayers they prevail not. Deſolation 
comes in like a Flood: And there is no eſcaping. We ſee 
all are under an inflexible Neceſſity of dying: That Youth 
will not excuſe, Strength defend, nor Virtue charm : But in- 
exorable Death prevails againſt the Force of all imaginable 
Pleas, Arts and Efforts to ſecure the threatned Life, and irre- 
liftibly puts the fatal Sentence in Execution : Breaks in Pie- 
ces the fleſhly Cabinet, and deprives us of all the Treaſure: 
Calls home the gracious Soul, and leaves the Body, which a 
little While ſince was an uſeful, vigorous, living Creature, 
now an uſeleſs unactive Lump ot Clay, the Food of Worms, 


and 
® Fob ix. 23. 
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and a ghaſtly Appearance to Spectators . Here is the migh- 

Hand of God! Let not the young then glory in their 
Health and Vigour; neither let the mighty Man glory in his 
Might : For ſurely every Man at his beſt Eſtate is altogether 
Vanity. All Fleſh is Graf and the Glory. thereof as the periſhs 
ing Flower of the Field : In the Morning it flouriſheth and 

oweth up ; but before the Evening is cut down and withered. 
If any Man glory, let it be (with the Apoſtle) in his Infir- 
mities, that the Power of Chriſt may reſt upon him *. For veri- 
ly we have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that the Excel- 
lency of the Power may be of God, and not of Man f. 

Again, there is another Regard in which the Power of God 
is magnified by the preſent Diſpenſation : He takes away, 
by an early and unexpected Death, ſome very hopetul and 
uſeful Servants of his Kingdom, and leaves a People weak in 
themſelves, that the more of his Power may appear in upholding 
and reſtoring them : As it did in the preſerving and multi- 
plying of the //aelites in the Land of their Affliction after the 
Death of 7o/eph, who was, under God, the chief Support 
and Defence of the Houſe of Jacob, but taken from their 
Head before he had attained to the Years of his Fathers, 
and when, in Point of Nature, he might have had a much 
longer Period of Service. So, righteous Abel, an ear] 
Example and Preacher of Righteouſneſs (numbered by our 
Saviour among the Prophets |) was removed by an early 
Death; in which the Infant Church muſt needs receive a 
very ſhocking Blow, an unknown Loſs, by the Fall of one 
of its main Pillars : And God might order this with a ſpecial 
regard to the magnifying of his Power ; in the ſuſtaining and 
propagating of his Church, then in its Nonage, and by this 
Bereavement reduced to a very feeble Condition. | 

When a Church loſes their ſpiritual Guide and Paſtor. It 
is uſually a Day of great Temptation with them : It is a Won- 
der if this Breach don't make Way for a worſe, and open 
the Door to Contention : It is a Wonder, when the Shepherd is 
ſmitten, if the Sheep be not ſcattered—-if not for Want of 
Paſture, yet for Want of due Fences and Reſtraints. But 
God ſends down his powerful Influences; chains up the Ad- 


verſary, and ſets Bounds to the Paſſions of Men: Eſtabliſhes 


his People, directs and over-rules all Events for their beſt 
Advantage, and creates a Defence upon all the Glory. Some- 
| | times 

* 2 Gor. Xil. 9. Þ+ Chap. iv. 7. f Mat. xxiii. 35. 
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ſpoken once, twice have I heard this, that Power belongeth unto | 


eſt and beſt Ends. 


1e 8 

times they are ready to cry out in ſuch deſperate Language 
as that, Wo is me; for 1 am as when they have gathered the 
Summer-Fruits ; there is no Cluſter to eat. The good Man is 
periſhed out of the Earth— Now there ſhall be Perplexity *— 
Lord God, ceaſe I beſeech thee: By whom ſhall Jacob ariſe ? 
For he is ſmall + In ſuch a Caſe God attends to the 
Cry of the Humble: Diſſipates the Cloud that hung over his 


Sanctuary; ſupports his tottering Tabernacle, and cloſes up 
the Breaches thereof. Surely now it may be ſaid, God hath 


Cod: Alſo unto thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy. I will ſing of © 
thy Power ; yea, I will ſing aloud of thy Mercy : For thou haſt | 
been my Defence and Refuge in the Day of my Trouble. 

We paſs now to ſay, 2255 

5. There is a bright Diſplay of the Wiſdom of God in the 
preſent Diſpenſation, as it is a Means adapted to promote the high- 


Some Things have already been mentioned, that ſerve to 
illuſtrate this Head : Yet it may not be unprofitable to give 
it a diſtinct Conſideration. 

Surely our God is wiſe in Heart, as well as mighty in 
Strength, His Thoughts and Ways are above ours, as the 
Heavens are higher than the Earth. And even in thoſe Dil- 

nſations, which ſeem the moſt cloudy and unconducted, 
there would appear very ſurpriſing Scenes of Wiſdom, could 
we but penetrate into all the Ends and Tendencies of Things, 
the hidden Principles of Action, and Schemes of the divine 
Adminiſtrations. | 

The early Removal of hopeful Chriſtians, and valuable 

oung Miniſters, is doubtleſs an Act of Counſel and Prudence 
in the bleſſed God, though to the World a dark Diſpen- 
fation. | 

Unto God it belongs to know the Times and Seafons ; and 
doubtleſs, when any one dies, whether young or old, it is in 
the fitteſt Juncture with regard to the Purpoſes. of his Will, 
and Ends of his Government and Kingdom. 

It is not unworthy of Remark, That in many Caſes (as 
particularly in the Caſe of great Mortality, epidemical Sick- 
neſs, Shipwrecks, and other Caſualties) a Kind of Miracle 
muſt be wrought to preſerve the Lives of God's Children and 
Servants. If none el them ever were allowed to die in Youth, 
| this 
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7 #ntation of virtuous and hopeful Youths. 


this would often interrupt the Courſe of Nature, be contrary 
to the unalterable Tendency of ſecond Cauſes, and break in 
upon the ſtated Rules and Laws of Providence, by which 
God has determined to govern an apoſtate dying World 
And then the Commonneſi of the Miracle would detra& from 
the Value, and very much defeat the Deſigns of it. 

Beſides, ſuch a Method ſeems inconſiſtent with our preſent 
probationary State ; approaches too nigh to an Anticipation of 
the future Judgment, and declaring Men's Doom before the 
Time which might be fruitful of many Miſchiefs or In- 
conveniencies, ſuch as a little Protraction of the Lives of 
theſe and thoſe Individuals, however good and uſctul, would 
ſeldom (if ever) be a juſt Balance tor. 

Moreover, a wiſe God knows how to make this Diſpenſa- 
tion turn to goa Account ; to his own Glory, and to Men's 
Advantage. He knows how to bring God out of Evil : And 
make us greater Gainers by the Loſs, than by the Enjoyment 
of this or the other profitable Life. Out of the Eater comes 
forth Meat, is a Riddle that Faith knows how to expound. 
Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children. 

Religion receives an emitrfent Luſtre from the »n/potted Re- 
Such leave behind 
the Memory of a bright Example, which attracts every One's 
Eye and Admiration; and a good Name, which diffuſes a 
more grateful Odour than any fragant Ointment, whoſe Per- 
fume rejiceth the Heart. R 


The early Death of ſuch moſt effectually convinces the 
World of the vaſt Benefit and Neceſſity of a religious Educa- 


©. tion; of an early Converſion and Studiouſneſs to be ſerviceable. 


Allo the Teſtimony that ſuch, in their dying Hours, give for 
God, and to the Excellency and Pleaſures of Communion 
with Chriſt, is what renders their Death very affecting, and 
ſometimes, perhaps, almoſt as extenſively profitable as their 
continued Life might have been. All which Reflections ſerve 
abundantly to juſtify and honour the divine Conduct in this 
Affair. | 

In a Word, the Wiſdom of God is illuſtrated by the 
V:riegation of his Works, and diverſifying the Scenes of Pro- 
vidence ſo, particularly in the preſent Affair. 

If Death always appeared in a ſingle uniform Shape, and 
took Men away in one and the ſame Period of Age, we 
ſhould not ſee thoſe Diſplays of the Wildom of God, that 
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we do in the preſent Method of Management, as appears by 


Hints already given. 


And then, it we could take a View of the future State of | 
the Saints, and ſee how they are diſtributed into diſtin& Ranks, | 
and employed in a Variety of Services, we ſhould make ve- 
ry ſurpriſing Diſcoveries of the Wiſdom of God, as exerciſ- 
ed in the Affair before us. Doubtleſs in the World of Spi- 
rits there is excellent Order and Government (tho' at pre- 
Tent we can form no adequate Ideas of it) and that, in the 
Reſurrection-State, there will be a Diſtinction of Degrees 
and Orders, ſcems no abſurd Suppoſition ; eſpecially fince Þ 
we have heard an inſpired Apoſtle making that Compariſon, | 
1 Cor. xv, 41, 42. There is one Glory of the Sun; anvther of | 
the Moon; anther Glory of the Stars: For. one Star differeth | 
from another Star in Clary. Co alſo is the Reſurrefion of the | 
Dead. Though the Infant in a Moment commences Man; 


and when that which is perfect is come, and that which is 
in Pari ſhall be done away, yet there are difterent Degrees 
of poſitive Perfection and Capacity. Lagarus is repreſented 


as taking his Repoſe in Abraham's Boſom; which ſeems evi- 


dently to imply his being in a low Station, and enjoying a 


leſs perfect Happineſs. They that have done the leaſt for 


God, and exhibited the leaſt of his holy Image here in this 


World, it ſeems but reaſonable ſhould be the ſeaſt in the 
Kingdom of God. | 

And then, as there is a Beauty in Diverſity and Order, 
it will grace the Triumphs of the great Day, to have the 
bright Throng of innumerable Saints, both great and ſmall, 
making their Appearance round their glorious Lord, in a Va- 
riety of Ranks, and different Glories. 

Now, to accomplith theſe Purpoſes of divine Wiſdom 
may be one View of Providence in varying the Periods of 
human Lives; limiting fome to a ſhort Day, and allowing 
to others a long Seaſon, for to perfect Holineſs, and to ſerve 
his Intereſt in the World. 

But thus much may ſuffice for the firſt Head of Reaſons. 
Several other Atributes of God might have been mentioned 
as receiving Honour by the Diſpenſation before us: But 


what I have to offer under the following Heads will give 


me Occaſion to glance at thoſe Things; therefore J {hall 
wholly wave them here, and pals to ſay, 
II. Other 
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II. Other Reaſons may be taken from the deceaſed Saints 
themſelves. ; 

And here this Diſpenſation of early Death may be ordered 
to God's Children and Servants, ſometimes in a Way of holy 
Diſpleaſure, and ſometimes in a Way of Favour, more im- 
mediately. 

1. It may ſometimes be in a fatherly Diſleaſare at them, 
for ſome ſpecial Sin committed by them. 

As the two Sons of Eli the Prieſt died in Youth, becauſe 
their Lives were found among the Unclean ; ſo the two Sons 
of Aaron, who, for ought that I remember to the contrary 
in their Story, might be virtuous and hopeful young Dliniſters, 
died before their Father, being ſlain of God, in an awful Man- 
ner, for a ceremonial Error *: Which was no more than Aa— 
ron himſelf, the Saint of the Lord, was threatned with, in 
caſe of a like Tranſgreſſion +. 

So Uz2zah, who is thought to be a good Man, and a Levize, 
not advanced in Years, was ſuddenly ſtruck dead by a divine 
Hand, for his Error about the Ark ©. 

And we read of a certain Mau of Cod, ** or holy Prophet, 
who having diſobeyed divine Orders, by that Provocation 
haſtened upon himſelf an untimely End, being lain in a Man- 
ner that thewed much of the Finger of God. And it ſhould 
ſeem he was but a young Man, or at fartheſt but in the Midit 
of his Days, by the Diſtinction Put between him and the o- 
ther Prophet in the ſame Story, who is called the 4 Prophet. 

I might add the Inſtance of Futychus Ty, the young Man, 
who having fallen ailcep, as Paul once was long Preaching, 
fell ont of the Window, from the third Loft, and was taken 
up dead. His Zeal to hear the Word, in the Night- Seaſon, 
and in the Midſt of ſo many Hazards, makes him appear one 


Of a hopeful Character; and it is probable his ſinful ſlesp- 


ing in the Worſhip of God was the moral, as well as natural 
Cauſe of the fatal Calamity that beicl him; God teſtifying 
againſt-that common Sin. 

Thus we ſee, in ſeveral Inftances, that the ear/y Death of 
God's Children and Servants may be procured to them by 
ſome ſpecial Sin committed by them. 

Yet I would add here, that this Diſpleaſure reaches no far- 
ther than the Crab; it does not follow them into the other 
World. I look upon Death, in itſelf, as no other than ſome 
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great temporal Affliftion ; and to the Godly it is but a father. 


ly Correction. With regard to them the Sting of Death is 
taken away, and the Curſe turned into a Bleſſing, Neither 


Tribulation nor Death can ſeparate Believers from the Love of | 


God. So that ſuch of them as are, for any ſpecial Sin, cor- 


rected with this fatal Blow, do not finally periih, but enter 


into Life. Yet they are /carcely ſaved : Saved as by Fire. 
I might obſerve here, this Diſpenſation puts a Luſtre on 
the rectoral Holineſs of God, diſplays the Equity and Impartia- 


lity of his Providence, and manifeſts the Riches of his Pati- ; 


ence and Long-Suffering towards an impenitent World. 
O let us fear this holy 


God, who is terrible out of his ho- 


ly Places; and let us learn Rightcouſneſs from his Judgments. 1 


Surely it was not amils in the Apoſtle to exhort even a de- I 
vout Timothy in that Manner, Take heed unto thyſelf : Flee | 


lo youthful Lufts. Thou Man of God, flee theſe Things. 

2. It is ſometimes in ſpecial Favour and Compaſſion to them, 
that they may e/cape impending Evils. 

If we did but give a juſt Attention to the Courſe of Pro- 
vidence, we ſhould often ſce that Scripture fulfilled *, The Righ- 
teous is talen away from the Epil to come: He enters into Peace, 
and reſts in his Bed. 

This was the Caſe of pious and hopeful young Abijah : 
Who was taken out of the World betimes, that he might not 
ſhare in the ſad Calamities -haſtning on his Father's Family 
and Kingdom; and was allowed the Diſtinction of a decent 
Funeral, becau/e in him was found ſome goid Thing towards the 
Lord God of Iſrael +. 

This allo was the Caſe of that Royal Saint Jo, who died 


in the Midſt of his Days, by a mortal Wound received in 


Battle. Indeed I have lomctimes thought him guilty of Raſh- 
neſs and Preſumption, in that Engagement, and that the 
Diſpleaſure of God, on that Account, was ſignalized againft 
him. But, beſides other Objections |, it is of Weight with 
me againſt this Opinion, that his early Death was in Fulfil- 
ment of an expreſs Promiſe, which had been made him in 
ſuch Language of Love as that, Becauſe thine Heart was ten- 
der, and could not endure to fee the Deſtruction that I have 
threatned againſt this Place, Behold, therefore, I will gather 
thee unto thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered into thy Grave 
173 
Jer. lvii. 1. + 1 Kings Xiv. 13. Þ See Dr. Prigeans's 
Connection, Part 1. p. 52. | 
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21 | 
in Peace, and thine Eyes ſhall not ſee all the Evil which J will 


bring upon this Place *, 

The preſent Life is at beſt but a dark Scene of Suffering 
and Sianing : Yet ſometimes the Days are emphatically Evil, 
both in moral and penal Reſpects. In which Caſe we are 
apt (with Solomon f to bleſs the Dead, rather than the Living, 
becauſe they ſee not the evil Work that is done under the Sun. 
And are we not ready to think of Solomon himſelf, it had 
been happier for him to have died early, while his Wi/dom was 
yet with him. Holy 7b lived to meet with ſuch Troubles in 
his Perſon and Family, as made him with that God had let 
looſe his Hand, and cut him off in his Youth. And may not 
we imagine, Eli the Prieſt was ready to wiſh he had been 
written childleſs, or had died young, when he ſaw the wick- 
ed Life and miſerable End of his Sons; which at laſt broke 
his Heart. | 

In general, the Salvation of our Souls being ſecured by 
Faith, the ſooner we die the better, in regard of the innu- 
merable Temptations, Sins and Griefs, which we eſcape by 
that Means, and leave Survivers to encounter with. And 


' when ſome extraordinary Cloud is riſing, that threatens us in 


our deareſt Intereſts, is it not a kind and gracious Interpoſiti- 
on of Providence, to call us home to our Father's Houſe, and 
hide us out of the Way, before the Decree brings forth ? 
„This is not ſo properly to take away Life, as to beſtow 
« Death God ſees the riſing Storms, and when they would 
* overict the Veſlel; and therefore diſpatches the ſailin 
Orders, and provides them a fate Harbour.” And the de- 
parted Spirits of juſt Men cannot but be in a like Tranſport, 
as the Mariner arrived in a ſecure Haven, and taking a Pro- 
ſpect of the termpeſtuous Sea he has juſt eſcaped. Or, we may 
allude to the Husbantnan, who, foreſeeing the Storm, haſtens 
to gather and houſe his pleaſant Fruits: And ſometimes an 
early bearing and very fruitful Tree he tranſplants, for its 
more convenient Situation, Safety and Advantage. So the 
fir/?-ripe Fruits are gathered with a gentle Hand, and the ten- 
der Stock removed out of this diſtant Wilderneſs, into the 
Garden of God, where the Sun ſhall not (mite, nor Storms beat. 
This Reflection now may well fortify us againſt the Fears 
of Evil, under any dark Aſpects of Providence: For we may 
perhaps ſoon be lodged in the Chambers of Death, — | 
18 
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fore the Indignation comes. It may alſo reconcile us to the 
Thought of our early leaving the World, that we know not 
what Evil may be coming on the Earth. And it may teach 
us to meet the moſt afflictive Bereavenients, with the leſs of 
Anxiety and Sorrow for our dying Friends ; becauſe, Bleſſed 
are the Dead that die in the Lord; they reſt from their Labours, 
and are got beyond the Reach of all thoſe Troubles and 
Temptations that diſturb the preſent Life. Their Lan- 
guage, could we hear them {peaking to us, would be that, * 
He loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe J go to the Father, and 
am taken away from the Face of Evil : Weep not for the Dead, 
neither bemoan him but weep for him that eſcapeth Death, and 
remains expoſed to the Snares and Miſchiefs of an evil 
World. I Weep and hoawl, ye Living, for your Miſeries that 
ſhall come upon you. 

3. That the Children and Servants of God have an early 
Death, may be ſometimes in ſpecial Hongur to them, as a ſig- | 
nal Reward of their early and extraordinary Application and 
Fidelity in their Maſter's Service. l 

It is an Honour to the exemplary pious and uſeful to dis 
young, in that ſuch are commonly followed to their Graves 
with the moſt general and. honorary. Lamentations. It is a 
Reproach to die unlamented. Hence that Remark upon Fe- | 
boſhaphat's wicked Son Jehoram, he departed without being de- k 
ſired, and his Pe:ple made n Burning fer him, like the Burning 
of his Fathers. In this Regard the Oblervation of Solomon is 
true, Better is a cor and wiſe Child, than an otd and fooliſh King. 
The latter hath but %e Burial of an 4/s, as the Prophet 
{i threatned Foſiah's uugodly Son: W hereas the Memory of the 
, Juſt is bleſſed; and none perhaps are more lamented than pi- 
ous and hopcful young People, but newly entred on the 
Stage of Action, and giving a Proſpect of excellent Service 
and Uſefulneſs. When ſuch die, the Loſs is peculiarly re- 
gretted ; and Survivers are moved (by one Principle or ano- 
ther) almoſt univerſally to {peak in their Praiſe, and bewail 
| their Death. And ſometimes ſuch as in their Life-Time 
N made no uncommon Figure, and were little known in the 
World; yet at Death their Righteouſneſs breaks forth as 
Brightneſs, and their Names ſpread abroad with a very plea- 
ſant Sound. | | 

Moreover, they are, in this Circumſtance of an early Death, 

made 
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made peculiarly conformable to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who di- 
ed in the Prime and Vigour of his Age: Old indeed in 
Wiſdom, and worn out with Sufferings and Labours, but 
young in Years. Now, though all Saints are conformed to 
the Image of Chriſt, and planted together in the Likeneſs 
of his Death, yet Believers that die in Youth, or in the 
Midſt of their Days, have in this a peculiar Conformity to 
ChriſPs Death. Which Conſideration, as it may well ſpeak 
Peace and Comfort to the Souls of them that paſs under this 
Diſpenſation, and ſerve to reconcile them to it ; ſo, in ſome 
Caſes eſpecially, it may juſtly be improved to reflect Ho- 
nour upon them in the Eyes of Survivers. At leaſt this ſhould 
filence our turbulent Paſſions under ſuch Bereavements, It 
is enough for the Diſciple that he be as his Maſter, and the Ser- 
vant as his Lord. 

In fine, great is their Reward in Heaven. They have 
ſome kind of Reward here, by the Circumſtance of their 
Death, but the higheſt Honours are reſerved for them in the 
future State. The Lord has ſaid, Him that honoureth me, I 
will honour ; and where 1 am, there ſhall my Servant alſo be. 
And though it may ſeem more needful for us, that ſuch ſhould 
abide in the Fleſh; yet for them to depart, and be with Chriſt, 
is by far much better. And they who are moſt capable and 
ſpirited to do Good here, are the moſt qualified to ſerve and 
enjoy God in a better World. Verily the Day of their 
Death is better than the Day of their Birth. Being found 
ready, though they may die too ſoon for vs, yet not for 
themſelves : And the Days loſt on Earth are made up in 
Heaven. There is now an everlaſting Period to all their 
Sorrows ; and they exchange the flaſhy Comforts of the pre- 
ſent Time, for Fulneſs of Joy in a bleſſed Eternity. 

Such have the /peedier Recompence by an early Death : 
And where any have been diſtinguiſhing themſelves for Zeal 
and Fidelity in their Lord's Service, we may look upon his 
coming ſo early to call them out of the Vineyard, rather as a 
Mark of Honour and Kindneſs, than a Token of his Dif- 
pleaſure. | 

Every Man has his Proportion of Work and Duty aſſigned 
him : And when this is diſpatched, he is called to an Ac- 
count. Some have a leſs Stint ſet them than others : And 
ſome, though they have a great, and perhaps hard Task ap- 
pointed them, yet are enabled to go through it cheerfully and 
vigoroully, 
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vigorouſly, and to do more Work in leſs Time than otliers, 
They fill up their Lives with Buſineſs, and their Buſineſs with Wl 
Spirit and Zeal ; husband their Opportunities to the beſt Ad- 

vantage, and follow their Employment with Activity, Ardor 


and Reſolution : By which Means they often accompliſh a 


eat deal of Work in a ſhort Seaſon. They are able to 
proteſt, by their Rejoicing which they have in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that they die daily ; are in Labours more abundant, and will 
gladly end and be ſpent in ſerving their Generation; not i 
counting their Lives dear to themſelves, ſo that they may finith B 
their Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry which they have re- 
ceived of the Lord Je/us—-All Travellers do not go the 
ſame Pace: Some are better provided and accommodated, | 
meet with fewer Interruptions in the Way, and purſue their 
Courſe with greater Conſtancy, Alacrity and Vigour, prel- | 
ſing on with Haſte, while others loiter upon the Road, or 
meet with Hindrances—And no Wonder if they that move 
with the quickeſt Speed arrive at their Journey's End the 


ſooneſt. 


The Fatigues of a contemplative, or very buſy Life, do by 
a natural Efficacy wear out the Strength of the Body. And 
ſometimes, by a very cloſe Attention to Study or Buſineſs, # 
Men have in a few Years ruined a ſtrong Conſtitution, and 
exhauſted thoſe vital Spirits which would have ſerved many 
others through a much longer Life. Their Lamp being | 
kept almoſt conſtantly trimmed and burning, is the ſooner | 
burnt out. 


Now, altho' ſuch die early, yet they may be ſaid to live 
long. For our Lives are not to be meaſured by the natural 


Length, but by the moral Extent, or wiſe Improvement of 


our Opportunities. The Prophet has ſuch an Expreſſion as 
that, The Child ſpall die an hundred Years old x. Some under- 


ſtand it of young People, who have early begun to live unto | 
God and another World, and become eminent Examples of | 


Piety and Uſefulneſs. Theſe, tho? they reach not to old 
Age, but die in Youth, yet have lived as long as others that 
can count an hundred Years back, but have loit all or moſt of 

them in Sin and Vanity. 
There is a Living 'apace, which does not ſhorten, but leng» 
then Life. Men may double their Lives, by living much 
0 in 
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nough; and he that has done much Work in a little Time, 
and is ſoon called off by Death, muſt be ſaid to have an ho- 
nourable Diſini ſiun. An early Quietus muſt be looked upon, in 
ſuch a Caſe, as a Mark of Favour and H6nour : Eſpeciaily if 
we conſider the exalted Employments of Heaven the Saint 18 
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n a little Time *®. What is Life, the Life of a Man? 
Surely it is not mere D&ration, or continued Exiſtence : No, 
but it is an ading up to the End of our Being: An exerciſiug 
of our Powers and Talents to the high and noble Purpoſes 
for which they were lent us by the Creator, ſo as that we 
may give a good Account of our Stewardſhip at laſt. This 
is Life. The Time that is not well ſpent, is not lived, but 


Woſt : It is ſo much dead Time. And they (the Apoſtle 


on; not | 


ells us) who live in Pleaſure, are dead while they live ÞF. 


Such only live, that live to good Purpoſe : And he that 


ſpends his Days to the beſt Purpoſes, that improves faſteſt in 
Wiſdom, and does moſt Good in his ſeveral Capacities and 
Relations, may be faid to live (in Proportion) ſo much 


longer than another Man of the ſame Age, that has conſumed 


r, preſ- 


his Years in Folly and Uſeleſneſs. “ He that does two Days 


work in one, lives as much in one Day as other Men do 
at move 
nd the 

„% Time. For he who can have the Reward of an hundred 
do by 
And thirty here, I take to be a much happier Man, than he who 
3uſineſs, : 
on, and | 


d many : 


* in two, He does the Work of ſo much Time : And this 
e is equivalent to, nay, much better than living ſo much 


& Years in the next World, and not live above twenty or 


* ſpends an hundred Years in this World, and yet can give 
no Account of the moſt of them, and has but a very few 
% Years which he dare own, and carry into the other World 
* with him.” 

He that has completely done his Work, has lived long e- 


taken up to; where he is infinitely more uſeful, and ſerves 


perfect State There is a bright Aſteriſm on Enoch's Name, 
(who departed this Life young, for thoſe Times, nigh fix 
hundred Years ſhort of the Days of his Father, and above 
four hundred Years before him) Gen. v. 24. Enoch wolked 
with God, and was not,; for God took hin That he did not 
{oe Death, and that he was tranſlated ſo early out of this Life 
into a better, were both deſigned in Honour to him: Fer be- 

D fore 
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fore his Tranſlation, he had this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed Cod“; 80 
being an Example of eminent Religion, and an active Inſtru- ba 
ment in promoting Religion among others. Enoch was pro- ch 
bably a Prieſt r God +, or holy Prophet. Hence that of the thi 
Apoſtle Jude; Enoch al/o, the Seventh from Adam, propheſied ne 
to them T. He was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, like Noah, mi 
who alſo obtained this good Report, that he walked with God. . 
Now the Apoſtle to the Hebrews obſerves of Enoch, That y ha 
Faith he was tranſlated, that is, by Virtue, or in Reward of Le 
his Faith: Therefore it follows in the next Verſe, God is a Þ thi 
Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him———And that God Þ ſhe 
rewarded Enoch with an early Tranſlation to Glory, was a ple 
Mark of diſtinguiſhing Favour. | 
In a Word, God rewards Men, not according to the of 
Length of their Continuance in his Service, but according to wi! 
the Proportion of Faith, and Meaſure of Virtue and Uſetul- Þ ear 
neſs whereby they have fled up their Days. Hence the emi- Þ pe 
nently good and uſeful are no Loſers or Sufferers by a ſhort Þ tha 
Life, any more than Gideon by returning from the Victory Þ tur 
early in the Morning. | mY 
4. It is eſpecially a Favour and Honour to ſuch, to die] e. 
early, if this be in Auſeber to their own Prayers and Wiſhes. 72 
Sometimes indeed it is the Prayer of the Afflicted, when 5 
he is overwhelmed, as in P/al. ci, 24. O my God, take me not Hr 
away in the IIidſt of my Days. Yet others, being /atisfied with l 
Life, are content to die young; yea, deſire betimes to depart, to! 
knowing in themſelves that they have in Heaven a better andÞ hay 
enduring Subſtance. That is their Language, Luke ii. 29, 30. con 
Lord, now let thy Servant depart in Peace; for mine Eyes have] Pri. 
ſeen thy Salvation. 5 
Is there not an appointed Time to Man upon Earth? Are] Tj 
not his Days alſo like the Days of an Hireling ? As a Ser- Sha 
vant carneſtly deſireth the Shadows of the Evening, and as 
an Hireling longeth for his Reſt and Reward, ſo the Saints tyre 
have Reſpect to the future Recompence, ſet their Affections the 
upon Things above, and deſire a better Country, even an Hea-· bel! 
venly. As for the preſent World, that is their Language, /in 
T lathe it; I would not live alway : For my Days are Vanity, righ 
All is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit They find it anf whc 

evil World, full of Snares, and Sins and Sorrows. And 
. therefore %* 
* Heb. xi. 5. 'Þ Compare 1 Sam. ii. 30. and Cen. v +244 4+ 

+ Jade 14. Vid. Gr, | 


[/*, 
tru- 
ro- 
the 
ſied 
oah, 
0d. 
it by 
d of 
15 4 
God 
as a 


the 
1g to 
etul- 
emi- 
ſhort 
tor y 


o die 
iſhes. 
when 
e not 
r 

with 
part, 


r and! 


), 30. 
Have 


Are 
Ser- 
ad as 
Saints 
ctions 
Hea- 
zuage, 
anity. 
| it an 

And 
reforc 
V 224 


2 Kings xxii. 19, 20. 


therefore it has been the Deſire and Choice of ſome of God's 
Servants, with Submiſſion to his Will, that they might not 
have a long Abode on Earth Some even in Youth have 
choſen rather to be ab/ent from the Body (this vile Body) that 
they might be pre/ent with the Lord: And have groaned ear- 
neſtly to be diſſolved, and be with Chriſt, which is by far 
much better than to abide in the Fleſh ; and yet, at the ſame 
Time (while in Health, and upon the Stage of Action) they 
have been diligent in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
Lord: Redeeming the Time, and doing with Might what 
their Hands have found to do ; as not knowing but that they 
ſhould ſoon be taken up to the bleſſed Refreſhments and Em- 
ploys of a better World. 

Now when Death comes betimes, and finds the Servants 
of God thus engaged in preparing for another World, and 
willing, yea, defirous to depart, we may well look on their 
early Diſmiſſion as an Anſwer of Prayer, an Anſwer of 
Peace; and ſo a Mark of divine Love and Reſpect, rather 
than of Diſpleaſure or Diſgrace. Thus Jeſiab's early Depar- 
ture ſeems to have been in Anſwer to his own Prayers, 
I alſs have heard thee, ſaith the Lord: 
Behold, therefore, I vill gather thee unto thy Fathers, and thou 
[halt be gathered into thy Grave in Peace, | 

5. Many Saints, in Youth, have had the Honour of Mar- 
tyrdom. | 

Unto ſome it is given, in the Behalf of Chriſt, not only 
to believe on him, but alſo to /affer tor his Sake *. Thole 
have been ſtoned, fawn aſunder, {lain with the Sword, or 
conſumed by Famine, being deltitute, afflicted, ſhut up in 
Priſons, or wandring in Delerts : Of whom the World was not 
worthy +. And the perſecuted Saints have even gloried in 
Tribulation ; rejoicing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 
Shame and die for the Name of Fe/us Þ. | | 

Now, among the many that have worn the Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom, ſome have been but young Saints, They have had 
the Honour to be Martyrs in their Youth. The Prophet As 
bel is an Inſtance, whom Cain flew. And wherefore flew he 
him ? Becauſe his own Works were evil, and his Brother's 
righteous **. 80 Zecharias (the Son of Fehoiada the Prieſt 
whom the People ſtoned +Þ at the Commandment of the King. 

In 

* Phil. i. 29. + Heb. xi. 37, 38. f AA, v. 41% 1 Jab. ili. 12. 

++ 2 Chron. xxiv. 29, | 
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in the Court of the Houſe of the Lord, becauſe he dealt 
| faithfully with them in reproving their Apoſtaſy from God. 
And many other of the Prophets, which 7er»/alem ſtoned, 
doubtleſs were Inſtances of early Death. 7% m Baptiſt, the 
Inſtance in our Text, was beheaded by Herod Antipas, be- 
cauſe he reproved him for having unlawful Society with his 
Brother Philip's Wife. I might alſo mention the Apoſtle 
Fames, one of the Boanerges, or Sons of Thunder, who di- 
ed probably in the Midſt of his Days; being by Herd A- 
grippa killed with the Sword *. So our Saviour's Words 
were fulfilled, which he had ſaid unto him, with his Brother, 
Matth. xx. 23. Ye ſhall drink indeed of my Cup, and be baptized 


with the Baptiſm that I am baptized with This ſpake he, | 
ſignifying by what Death he ſhould glorify God; that he | 
ſhould be made conformable to the Death of Chriſt, and | 


by wicked Hands be taken and ſlain for the Teſtimony of 
Feſus. 


And now it is thought, that the Martyrs have moſt illu- F 


ſtrious Seats and diſtinguiſhing Crowns of Glory aſſigned 


them in the heavenly Kingdom. They leave behind them | 
in this World a moſt glorious and blefled Memory, and Þ 
obtain the higheſt Exaltations in a better Country. They 
ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of God. They ap- 
pear with the conſpicuous Glory of the Sun, while many G- 
thers ariſe but to the Brightneſs of the Moon, and leſſer Stars. 
Such Honour have the Saints particularly that are martyr-F 


ed in their Touth, and ſuffer for early Piety, 


I ſhall only add here, this may be more frequently the | 


Cale than is commonly imagined. For though they be but 
few, comparatively, that we call Martyrs, yet there are ma- 
ny more that might properly enough be fo called. Are there 


not {ome among the Servants of Chriſt, that wear out their] 


Strength with vaſt Labours, always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord ? Are there not ſome of the Saints, who by con- 
tinual Cares, Prayers. and Pains, .Day and Night, for the 
ſaving their own and others Souls, do waſte away their vital 
Heat and Vigour, until at laſt the Flame of Life is conſum- 
ed and extinguithed ? And, even in their Youth, is not this the 
Caſe with ſome? Now, I will venture to call theſe Martyrs ; 
and they are as truly ſuch as if they were burnt at the 
Stake, or killed with the Sword oi a perſecuting 2 
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They leave as bright a Name behind them, and I doubt nor 
obtain very diſtinguiſhing Rewards, 

But its Time that I come, 

III. To the other general Head of Reaſons, taken from 
Survivers, | 

And here it may be ſaid. 

1. The Bereavement of God's Children and Servants, b 
early Mortality, may be ordered by God for the Trial of his 
People ; the Proof of their Faith in his Providence and Pro- 
miſes, and of their Love, Submiſſion and Obedience. | 

It is hard parting with loved Relations and endeared 
Friends. It is difficult parting with a faithful Miniſter in the 
Midſt of his Days and Uſefulneſs. It is like cutting off a 
right Hand, or plucking out a right Eye. The Stroke comes 
very near, falls very heavy. and uſually winds up the Strings 
of Lamentation to the ſhrilleſt Notes. There are peculiar 
Accents in the Sorrow, when we are bercaved of pious and 
uſeful Perſons, and in particular of faithful Miniſters, in the 
Flower of Youth. It is a very myſterious Diſpenſation, 


N full of Darkneſs, and many Times very ſhocking to our 


Thoughts, as boding Ill to the Cauſe of God, and our dear- 
eſt Intereſts, 


Now it pleaſes God to come near in Judgment by ſuch 


-© Blows of his Hand, to try and prove his People; to try the 


Sincerity of their Profeſſion, to try their Faith, their Love to 
Chriſt, their Mortification and Weanedneſs from Creature- 


Helps and Comforts, and yet grateful Value for the Favour 
of God in them, their Patience, Reſignation, and the like. 
\ "Thus Abraham was tried, when he offered up Iſaac. Vis only be- 


gotten Sen *, the Support of his Houſe, Pillar of the Church, 


and Heir of the Promiſe. 


Theſe Trials of our Graces are not for the informing of 
God, who knows the Hearts of all Men, but to acquaint vs 
with ourſclves, to give us to ſee what is in our Hearts +, and 
to let the World fee a Proof of Chriſt dwelling in us, to 
the Conviction of Sinners, and Shame of Infidelity. | 

In particular, when a faithful and uſeful Miniſter is taken 
away in his Youth, the Diſpenſation may be intended for 
the trying of his People's Faith, in two great Inſtances : 
Firſt, with Regard to a future State ; ſecondly, with Regard 
to a Supply of the Vacancy, and carrying on the Work of 

the 


* Heb. xi. 17. f Deut. viii. 2. and Sill. 3. 


* 


L 
the Goſpel God hereby proves our Faith, as to the invif- 
ble Realities of a bettter World. We are dull of Underſtand- 
ing, and ſlow of Heart to believe theſe Things, and God 
by this Diſpenſation puts our Faith on the Trial; proves us, 
whether we believe a future State of Rewards, and whether 
we can ſupport ourſelves under ſuch Bereavements by a 


Proſpect of the Bleſſedneſs of the Saints in an unſeen Eterni- 


ate Settlement in publick Service, has coſt, were thrown a- 
way; whether, notwithſtanding theſe Diſappointments, we 


will go on in giving an Education to our Sons, that may Þ 


furniſh them for the Service of Chriſt, and leave to him the 
intire Diſpoſal of their Opportunities. 

2. The preſent Diſpenſation may be judicial, and a Frown 
upon Survivers. 


The Death of ſome very hopeful young Perſons is a Loſs | 
But 


it is eſpecially a Loſs to the Town, the Church and Fa- 


neral ; and ſo a common Rebuke. 


to the World in ge 


mily more immediately concerned and related : And the 


Diſpenſation is very uſually an Effect and Sign of God's | 


holy Diſpleafure. It is threatned as a Mark of divine Ven- 


geance. Behold all the Increaſe of thine Houſe ſhall die in the | 


Flower of their Age (1 Sam. ii. 32.) Hopeful Sans may be 
taken away for the Sins of their Parents, or other Relati- 
ons. Feroboam ſinned away the precious Life of his virtu- 
ous Son Abijah ( 1 Kings xiv. 10.) Hence that of the 
Widow of Sareptha to the Prophet (Chap. 17. 18.) Art 
thou come unto me to call my Sins to Remembrance, and to ſlay my 
Son? And faithful Miniſters may be taken away for the Sins 
of a People. Impenitent Sinners beſure may juſtly look on 
it as a Sign of Wrath in regard of themſelves. «© Wick- 
„ed Men (ſays One) are often weary of God's Meſſengers, 
« and hate them, as Ahab did Micatah, becauſe they do not 
« propheſy Good concerning them, to flatter them in their 
« Iniquities. They long to be rid of them, becauſe they 


« come to torment them before the Time. Now it is juſt 
„with 


a 


Apain, he tries the Faith of his People, with reſpect 
to the carrying on) his Work in the World, whether we can | 
truſt in him, as having the Reſidue of the Spirit, to repair | 
the Breaches that are made; whether we, under the Diſap- 
pointments we meet with in the early Death of the hopeful | 
Sons of Zion, can chearfully ſubmit to God, and not re- 
pine, as if the Pains and Expence that their Education, or | 
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: oth 
« with God to take away his Miniſters from ſuch ungrate- 
« ful Wretches, and let them die without Inſtruction And 
as righteous Lot's Departure out of Sodom was followed with 
a Deluge of Fire, rained from the Lord out of Heaven, fo 
the Bereavement of faithful Miniſters opens a wide Gap, that 
often lets in Floods of Miſchiefs upon a rebellious People. 
The Death of Zecharias that young Prieſt, whom the Jews 
ſtoned berween the Porch and the Altar, haſtned on the De- 
ſtruction of their Temple and State. Often has there been 
Occaſion for that Complaint, © Feru/alem, Feruſalem, which 
killeſt the Prophets ! Behold, your Houſe is left unto you deſolate. 
Not to mention other Judgments, how often are bereaved 
Flocks ſuſſered to fall into unhappy Circumſtances by Con- 
tentions, long Want of the Ordinances, an unwiſe Choice 
of a Succeſſor, a Withdraw of the Spirit of Grace from them, 
and the like? Which Things are Signs of Wrath gone out 
Eſpecially may we ſo pronounce with Safety, 
when theſe Things follow upon the Deceaſe of a faithful 


Paſtor in the Meridian of Life and Height of Uſctulneſs. 


Yea, taken in itſelf, the Loſs of ſuch an One carries in it 


; very probable Symptoms of the divine Diſpleaſure kindled a- 


gainſt a People by ſome provoking Evils among them. It is 


an awful Threatning of God, the Sun ſhall go down over the 
| Prophets. 
: while it is yet Day yea, before it is yet Noon. How amazin 

the Darkneſs in ſuch a Caſe ! With what a diſmal Aſpe& do 
Things appear ! Zion covered with a Cloud, and the Beauty 


And lometimes God cauſes their Sun to go down 


of Iſtael caſt down to the Earth! 

Indeed, „ when a Miniſter worn out with Labour drops 
into his Grave, in a full Age, ite as a Shock of Corn cometh 
in in his Seon, here is much to alleviate a People's Sor- 
roW Od ſpared him a long Time; bodily Strength fail- 
© ed; his Parts decayed ; the Infirmicies of Age bowed him 
down : Keing unable to go in and out before his People, 
he longed to be rcleafſed ; God ſatisfied him with long Life, 

and at length ihewed him his Salvation But when a 
faithful Miniſter, who might, in the Courſe of Nature, have 
lived yet many Years to ſerve in the Goſj pel of Chriſt, has, by 
an early Death, a Period put to his Opportunities, this is a 
very affecting Stroke, an aggravated Sorrow, and ſeems to be 
an Indication of God's holy Diſpleaſure at a People It 
may be they idoliged him; placed too much Dependence upon 

| him, 


3 


him, raiſed too high Expectations from him, and carnally 
prided themſelves in him, having his Perſon in Adniration be- 
cauſe of Advantage, while yet perhaps they got little ſaving 
Good by his Miniſtry. As it was faid to Ezehtiel the Pro- 
phet, Lo! thou are unto them as a very lovely Song of one that 
hath a pleaſant Voice : They hear thy Words with Pleaſure, but 


And therefore God ſtretches out his 
Hand, and removes away the Idol of Jealouſy. Or elſe a 
People undervalue and deſpiſe their faithful Miniſter, ſlight 
their Privilege, and therefore God takes it away. In this 
Regard, how oft is the Lamp of the Wicked put cut, the Lamp 
which is deſpiſed in the Thought of him that is at Eaſe? We 


they will not do them. 


read, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, 17. They mocked the Meſſengers of 


God, and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed his Prophets 
Therefore he brought upon them the King of the Chaldees, who 
flew their young Men with the Sword in the Houſe of their Sanc- 
tua Hence we have thoſe mournful Strains in the La- 
mentations of Zeremiah, The precious Sons of Zion, comparable 
to fine Gold, heu are they eſteemed as earthen Pitchers Zi- 
on's Prieſts and Elders gave up the Ghoſt in the City : The Lord 
hath called an Aſſembly againſt me, ſaith Jeruſalem, to cruſh my 
young Men. The Crown is fallen from our Head: Wo unto us 
that we have ſinned. But the Lord is righteous : For we have 
rebelled againſt his Commandment, 

Finally, | g 

In this Diſpenſation God deſigns the Good of Survivers, and 
many Times makes them happy Gainers, on the beſt Accounts, 
by their afflictive Loſſes. | 

The early Removal of hopeful pious Perſons, and in par- 
ticular of faithful Miniſters, in their Youth and Prime, is a 
very inſtructive and affecting Event. The Apoftle ſays 
of a young Prophet, he being dead yet ſpeaketh. The 
Death of ſuch is a ſpeaking Diſpenſation. 

Thus it ſpeaks Conviction to the World, as to the Reali- 
ty of ansther State and future Judgment. When we ſee the 
Wicked prolong their Days on Earth, while the Righteous 
are ſoon cut oft, the Thought comes upon us with a ſtton 
Impreſſion, Verily there is a God that will one Day judge tlie 
World in Righteouſneſs : A Day of the Manifeſtation of the 
Sons of God, when he will diſtinguiſh and ſeparate between 
the Precious and the Vile. | 
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Again, this reads a loud Lecture to Mankind on the Un- 
certainty and Vanity of all earthly Comforts, and calls us to 


take off our Dependence from Creature-Helps. The fair 
and beautiful Pillars of a Family, the Hopes of a People, 
are taken away betimes, that we may learn not to truſt in 
Man, or in the Son of Man, though ever ſo eminent for 
Gifts, Grace or Service: But to truſt in God alone, who 
has the ſovereign Diſpoſal of theſe ſubordinate Inſtruments. 
That is the Voice of the Rod in this Caſe — Ceaſe ye from 
Man, whoſe Breath is in his Neſtrils : For wherein is he to be 
accounted of Moreover, when the Diſpenſers of the Goſpel 
are not ſuffered to continue, by reaſon of Death, it tends to 
raiſe our Eſteem and Value for the holy Scriptures, which, 
under all Changes, through the Fayour of God, remain with 
us, 1 Pet. i. 24, 25. All Fleſh is as Graſs, and all the Glory of 
Man as the Flower of the Graſs ; the Graſs withereth, and the 
Flower thereof falleth away e But the Word of the Lord endureth 


for ever. 


In fine, it is a loud Call to Survivers, to conſider their 
own Mortality, and be getting ready to follow. 
Such awful Strokes tend to make deep Impreſſions upon us, 


to put us on minding our Souls betimes, and preparing for 
Eternity. It is a quickning Call to ſurviving Saints, and an 
nn Admonition to ſecure Sinners. 


And ſometimes the 
Death of a hopeful young Perſon is, by the Grace of God, a 
happy Means of great Good to a whole Family, and to the 
Neighbourhood, PENG to the young People in it. And 
ſometimes the Death of a faithful Miniſter, in his early Days 


eſpecially, is made inſtrumental of Good to his whole Flock. 


It is a louder Sermon than ever he preached, and often more 
extenſively profitable. The Death itſelf is an awakning Con- 
ſideration; and then the Counſels, Warnings and Reproofs, 
that fall from his dying Lips, which carry a peculiar Force 
with them, are ſometimes ſanctiſied to many for ſpiritual and 
ſaving Advantage. Moreover, many Leſſons, that a People 
have formerly heard and forgotten, do ſometimes recur now 
to Mind, and the Word and Providence together have a 
mighty quickning Influence upon them. As it is ſaid, 7ohn 
xii. 16. Theſe Things underſtood not his Diſciples at the firſt ; 
but when Jeſus was glorified, then remembred they theſe Things, © 
As there was a powerful Efficacy in the Death of Chriſt, 
to draw all Men to him, 10 8 3 his Miniſters are 3 
| e 
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ed to him, that their Death is often accompanied with an at- of 
tractive Virtue to win Souls to God. And the Death of al th 
young Miniſter carries a peculiar Influence with it, as to be- 
nefit his People, ſo to quicken his Nieghbour-Mrnifters and di; 
Fellow-Labourers, in particular his younger Brethren, to MW pa 
greater Diligence, Integrity and Fervour in the Work of the ni 
Lord, from a ſerious Conſideration of the Uncertainty of their 
Opportunities. a 
And now, as theſe Things are ſometimes the actual Reſult M in 
of the Diſpenſation, ſo they may be the particular View and Sc 
Meaning of Providence. Theſe are excellent Ends, and Sc 
warthy of ſuch Means. For the promoting theſe bleſſed Pur- G. 
poles one would even dare to die: And truly it is worth While Þ an 
to die, even young, and in the Midſt of our moſt valuable 7e 
Opportunities, if by our Death God may be glorified, and the of 
belt Intereſts of Survivers ſo promoted. 
Thus we have been contemplating the Deſigns and Reaſons po 
of this Diſpenſation, the early Death of the hopeful Children co 
and uſeful Servants of God. And ſo J have finithed the main] M. 
Subject I had in View. Much might be ſaid here by Way] Fu 
of Application; but having interſperſed practical Hints all a- Di 
long thro' the Diſcourſe, I muſt be content with them, and] is 
leave you to collect and enlarge 1 pon them in your retired we 
Meditations. | Re 


o 
lm 


b are two Obſervations from the Text remaining to he th 
diſtourſed to, which were touched up? with great Brevity] lea 
at the Lecture. Since which, being requeſted by ſome to reſume ¶ ha- 
the Conſideration of thoſe Subjects, I have gratiſied their Deſires} dir 
in a Sermon preached to the bereaved Congregation. And I chuſe an 
to give the Reader an Alſtract of that Sermon, rather than what to 
was delivered at the Lecture. I have ſummed it up in the fol- Ra 
lowing Lines. | not 


V E find the Diſciples of 79h», when their Maſter was tat, 
dead, paying their laſt ſolemn Reſpects to him, by 
burying his precious Remains. He had the Honour to have 
his Corpſe laid in a Tomb, Mark vi. 29. and, as the Zewiſh 
Cuſtom was, very probably his Diſciples embalmed the Body Ix 


firſt, and then bore it away to the Tomb with all the T — as 
| | | 0 XX. 
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is in Scripture + threatned as the greateſt Dilgrace 
we find, when any have been denied that Degree of Funeral 
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of Grief, and with all the viſible Signs of Reſpect and Honour 
their preſent Circumſtances would allow. 

From hence we may take up this Leſſon, That the dead Bo- 
dies of the Saints ought to have an honourable Burial ; and in 
particular this ſeems owing from a People ta their deceaſed Mi- 
niſters. 

As to the Nature of an honourable Burial, I might ſay, (1.) 
a reſpectful Mourning is one Thing eſſentially requiſite ; for, 
in the common Senſe of Mankind, and by repeated Hints in 
Scripture, it appears inglorious to dic unlamented. See the 
Scriptures in the Margin *. Whereas, to be followed to the 
Grave with Lamentations, is looked upon as a Mark of Love 
and Efteem. Hence it is made the Subject of a Promiſe, 
Fer. xxxiv. 5. And is always taken Notice of in the Lives 
of Men to their Honour It might be added, (2.) Ano- 
ther Thing requiſite to an honourable Burial is a due Pro- 
portion of thoſe external Ceremonies of Reſpect, which are 
commonly uſed on ſuch Occaſions, to do Honour to the 
Memory and Remains of the Departed. The denying of 
Funeral Rites to any, has always been looked upon as a grofs 
| Dilreſpect, inferring the moſt reproachful Imputations. It 
And 


Reſpects, which is uſually given to Men of Their Rank and 
Quality, it is recorded as a Blot on their Memory fg. Where- 
as, when Perſons have received a larg ge Share of Honours at 
their Death, it is often obſerved, in the ſacred Story ** as 
leaving a Luſtre on their Names. Various Degrees of Honour 
have been wont to be done Perſons at their Dearh, accor- 
ding to the Degrees of their Dignity and Eminence. And 
an honourable Burial implies a paying theſe Funeral Honours 
to the Deceaſed, in a juſt Proportion to their Character and 
Rank; for that my be honourable in one Caſe, which is 
not ſo in another. I pals now to ſay, 

That the Children of God, his nifers in particular, 
have a ſpecial Title to theſe Funeral Reſpects and Lamen- 
tations, 


1. The 


* 2 Chron. xxi. 20. Fer. XVi. 4, 5. Chap. xxii. 18. P/al. 
IXxviii. 64., f fer. xvi. 6, 7. Chap. xxit. 19. f 2. Chro-. 
** 2 (hon. XVI. 14. Gzafs 


%X1. 19. and Chap. XXVvill. 27. 
&XXil. 33. Jer. xxxiv. 5. 
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1. The Burial of ſuch ſhould be accompanied with a ſo- 
lemn Mourning. When the Righteous die, God expects that 
the Living Jay it to Heart *. And it is but our reaſonable 
Duty ; for the Death of ſuch infers a Loſs to Survivers, in 
Proportion to the reſpective Meaſures of their perfonal Worth 
and Uſefulneſs A Loſs of ſo much of our moſt valuable 
Riches, Glory and Strength. To be unaffected then with 
ſuch Bereavements, is a Stupidity unbecoming us as Men and 
as Chriſtians. In this we deſpiſe our own Happineſs, and 
make light of the Judgments of God : Are guilty of Injuſtice 
to the Merits of the Dead, Ingratitude for the Bleſſing we en- 
joyed in them while living, Contrariety to the preceptive 
Will of God, and to the holy Deſigns of his bereaving 
Providence. So that the Stupidity is ſinful, as well as ab- 
ſurd, and tends yet farther to inflame the Anger of God a- 
gainſt us. Hence then we ſhould bewail ſuch Deaths, and 
improve them to Humiliation and Repentance. 

Particularly, on the Death of a faithful Miniſter, does God 
call us to Weeping and Mourning. The Relation and Cha- 
racter he ſuſtained, ſpeak it a filial Duty in a People to 
mourn the Bereavement of him. The Death of faithful 
Prieſts and Men of God has thro? all Ages been uſually be- 
wailed as a calamitous Diſpenſation, with peculiar Accents 
of religious Sorrow. We read how the old Prophet (with 
others) mourned over the Man of God that was ſlain by a 
Lion, and buried his Carcaſe in his own Tomb +. And how 
did the Congregation of the Lord mourn for Aaron thirty 
Days together 4; and for Samuel ** And how did King 
Joaſb weep over the dying Prophet, in thoſe Words ++ My 
Father, My Father, the Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen 
there - So the Diſciples of John doubtleſs buried him in much 
Affliction, and with many Tears: And without Doubt 7e/as, 
who wept at the Grave of Lazarus, could not but mourn the 
Death of that great Prophet, and Friend of the Bridegroom. 
Hence, immediately upon the News of his Death, we read, 
Feſns departed into a deſert Place apart! very probably to in- 
dulge his Grief on that ſorrowtul Occaſion, and pour out his 
Tears in his Complaint. Now theſe Things were written for 
eur Enſample | | 


When 


* J/a. lvii. 1. + 1 Kings Silt. 30. Þ+ Numb. xx. 29- 
** 1 Sam. XXV. I. 1 2 Kings Xlth 14. 
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When faithful Teachers die, eſpecially if in the Midſt of 
their Days and Uſefulneſs, the People of God in general 
ſhould mourn the ſorrowful Stroke: But eſpecially the be- 


reaved Congregation. 


Dear Friends, I heartily condole the great Loſs you are 
mourning under, who have been bereaved of your valuable 
Miniſter, even in his Youth. We in the Miniſtry have loſt 
a beloved and faithful Brother, and you an affectionate vigi- 
lant Paſtor; for I bear him Record that he had a great Zeal 
for you : As ye know how he exhorted and comforted, and 
charged every one of you, as a Father doth his Children. 
Ye are Witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and un- 
blameably he behaved himſelf among you You have loſt 
your Guide and ſpiritual Father: One that was a Pillar a- 
mong you, an Interceſſor and Gapman : A Watchman on 
the Wall, a Steward in the Houſe, a Labourer in the Vine- 

ard—But I will not aggravate your Grief, by opening your 
Wound afreſh 2 £ ns. 

I ſhall only add this Caution, That in your Mourning you 
don't repine and murmur againſt that Providence which hath 
bereaved you, as if you were dealt hardly with ; but ſub- 
mit to God, and let your Tears be turned into the Chan- 
nel of godly Sorrow. Be diſpleaſed with yourſelves for Sin, 
but not with God for his Correction. I proceed to ſay, 

2. The Children and Servants of God ſhould be buried 12 


folemn Form, with a due Share of thoſe Funeral Rites that 


are made uſe of to ſhew Reſpect to the Memory of the Dead. 
The very Duſt of the Saints is precious in God's Sight, 
and ſhould be ſo in ours. God has given Commandment concern- 
ing their Bones ; by reaſon of which their Glory rejoiceth, 
and their Fle/b reſteth in Hope. And in the Faith of a future 
Reſurrection we muſt commit their Bodies to the Duſt. The 
Manner of their burying ſhould be ſuch, as to ſhew that we 
do not ſorrow like others who have no Hope; and ſuch as diſ- 
covers a juſt Value for their Memory. We ſhould bury them 
after a godly Sort, with all becoming Signs of Affection, So- 
lemnity and holy Mourning : As in the Caſe of Stephen, As 
vili. 2. 

There muſt be Honour done them, at their Burial, agreeable 
to their Rank and Figure among the People of God. If we 
conſult the ſacred Story, we ſhall find that the Prophets and 


Prieſts 


38 
Prieſts of the Lord were wont, in good Times eſpecially, to 
to have Honour done them at Death. - | 

And fince you of this Flock have given a worthy Example, 
in burying ſo honourably your late dear Paſtor, I may now, 
before you, the more boldly aſſert the Claim a faithful Mini- 
ſter has to the Reward of a decent Burial, from the People 
whom he has ſerved in the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

John Baptiſt was buried by his Diſciples, doubtleſs, wholly 
at their own Charge; tho”, if they built a Tomb for him, 
and embalmed his Body, wrapping it in fine Linen, and per- 
fuming it with Spices, after the Manner of the Jews, as 
they uſed to bury Perſons of Diſtinction, and as the Diſci- 
ples buried 76%, it mult coſt them not a little. And how 
honourably did they bury 7ehoiada the Prieſt, even in the 
City of David, among the Kings, becauſe he had done Good in Iſ- 
racl, both towards God and toward his Houſe ? 2 Chron. xxiv. 16. 

There is a Reſpect owing to the Bones, which have been 
fo often wearied with much Study, Care, Prayer and Ser- 
vice, for the Good of Souls, to bury the ſame with all pro- 
per Expreſſions of Love, Gratitude, Eſteem and Reverence. 
It ſcems to me an Inſtance of juſt and grateful Reſpect in a 
People towards their decealed Miniſter, to be aſſiſting, as 
their Circumſtances will allow, in giving him an honourable 
Burial. The Charge of a decent Funeral, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Times, is generally not inconſiderable. And 
the bereaved Family is ſeldom well able to bear it. Mini- 
ſters Families being, by their Death, cut off from their wont- 
ed Subſiſtance, and inheriting little or nothing of what has 
ever been received by Way of Salary (that being uſually not 
more than ſufficient for the daily Support of the Houſhold) 
they are often left but in mean and difficult Circumſtances. — 
Hence it ſeems to me a very reaſonable Part, and but an Act of 
Charity to the Living, as well as a juſt Piece of Reſpect to the 
Memory of the Deceaſed, for a People at leaft to he/pt to bear 
the neceſſary Expences of a Funeral becoming a Miniſter's 
Character and Station in the Church of God. And if any 
(tho? I preſume there is none here preſent ſo diſpoſed) ſhould 
fay, To what Purpoſe is this waſte ? The Money had better 
have been given to the Poor —as it was faid, when a devout 
Woman once anointed the Feet of 7e/4s with Ointment very 
precious : They may pleaſe to conſider the Reply that 7e/us 
made on that Occaſion : For which ſee, Mark xiv. — 
where 


evout 
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where we are told how highly grateſul that Act of Love was 


unto Ze/us— And now verily what is done in Honour and 
Kindneſs to any Members of his myſtical Body, and particu- 
larly to his Miniſters, ſhall meet with as favourable a Recep- 
tion with him. See Matth. x. 40, 41, 42. So Chap. xxv. ga. 
But I need not inſiſt on this Point. For, I would mention 
it to the Honour of theſe Churches, they do uſually expreſs a 
pious and charitable Spirit on ſuch Funeral Occafions. Yow 
have ſhewn a Proof of your Love before the Churches, and 
your Praiſe is gone abroad We bleſs you out of the Houſe 
of God, in the Language of Naomi concerning Boaz, Bleſſed 
be ye of the Lord, who have not left off your Kindneſs to the Liu- 
ing and to the Dead! And in the Language of David to the 
Men of Jabe/h-Gilead—Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, that ye have 
ſhewed Kindneſs unto your Maſter, and have buried him And now 
the Lord ſhew Kindneſs and Truth unto you! 
| I ſhall conclude with a few Hints on the other Obſervation 
from the Text We hear that after the Funeral of 7ohz, 
his Diſciples went and told Jeſus. | 
Jeſus was cotemporary with John, and at that Time dwelt 
among Men. But he ſoon followed his Fore-Runner into - 
the Grave : And being raiſed again, he aſcended—and the 
Heavens muſt retain him—So that we cannot approach his 
bodily Preſence, as they of old in the Days of his Fleſh: Yet 
we have his ſpiritual Preſence, and have Acceſs to him ſtill 
by Faith. Hence it may be remarked from the Text, When 
we meet with Troubles, and particularly with afflitive Bereave- 
ments, we ſhould go and tell Jeſus. This is our Conſolation 
under all, we have a 7e/us to go to, who is our ever-living 
Head, Maſter and Friend: A Friend that loveth at all 
Times, whoſe Eyes are upon us, and his Ears open to us 
always: Who is infinitely wiſe and faithful, and able to 
fave unto the uttermoſt. Go to Jeſus then, and pour out 
your Hearts before him : Chriſt is a Refuge for you. 

Go and tell Jeſus of your /ad Bereavement, and mourn to 
him over your afflictive Loſs. He knows of it indeed already, 
but yet he expects to hear of it from you. Go then and tell 
Jeſus, how your Paſtor is taken from your Head ; tell him 
how great your Loſs is, and what your Grief, that you muſt 
{ee his Face and hear his Voice no more, of whom you ſaid, 


Under his Shadow we ſhall live. | 
Go 
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So add tell Jeſus the h | hebe. f me: Bleſ⸗ 
Els you enjoyed in the inf oF fat Servant, and of the 
many Mercies mixed witlfthe preſent A ſſti ction G And 
tell Jeſus the penitent Senſe you hae of Sin, as the procur- 
ing Cauſe of your Correction. Go and tell Jeſus you ho 
Reſolutions, and make your Vows unto him Tell him alſo 
your'preſent Fears, while you are trembling for the Ark of 
God + And caſt all your Care on him, who careth for you. 
Tell him all your Deſires ; the Wiſlies of your Souls, that 
Sin may be pardoned, and Peace ſpoken to you; that the 
Affliction may be ſanQtified ; that the Breach may be repair- 
e, and that you may till ſee the Goings of your King in 
bis Sanctuary. e ee ee 
- Finally, plead with him the Promiſet he hath made, that 
ell theſe Things ſhall work together for Good + That he will not 
leave you comfortleſs ; That your Eyes ſball ſee your Teachers, 
and that be will give you Paſtors after his own Heart Pray 
as in Ads, 24. Shew us ubm thou haſt choſen—And tell 
him, as in Ja. Ixii. 1. For Zioxn's Sale will J not hold wy 
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Peace. 


